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Abstract

This research examines representations of modernity in Waciny
Lared;’s novel The Butterfly Kingdom (Mamlakat al-Farasha), exploring
its key intellectual and artistic manifestations and its impact on the
novel’s narrative structure. The study begins by defining the concept of
modernity and its implications, then traces its presence across various
narrative techniques employed by the novelist to construct his fictional
world. It focuses on the fragmentation of narrative time—and the
resulting use of flashbacks and the interplay between past and present—
as well as the utilization of virtual space and digital imagery to depict the
transformations wrought by modern technology on the characters' lives
and their human and social relationships. Additionally, the study
addresses intertextuality as an artistic mechanism for invoking and
reshaping prior texts and references within a new novelistic context,
while also examining the blurring of boundaries between reality and

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue :11
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)

A
R
%f
3
)
b
=
E!
E|
-:_1
3
3
j;.
3
L
nN
¥

Y


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

54 2l

ol il

QKX%\{S _@ 1) aasdl/ V% slaoll ¥+ ¥ doilunsll Skl yall July 3440 dlao @. g}\%K»

Yrey

24 T duslps @Y (als) AELRN Aslan By b Aol i @
A ) ) A

fiction and its role in articulating the human experience and
reconstructing reality within the narrative discourse.

The study concludes that modernity in the novel is not limited to
the renewal of artistic techniques but extends to the intellectual
worldview and the representation of the psychological and social
transformations experienced by the characters. It further demonstrates
that temporal fragmentation disrupted the linear sequence of events,
granting the narrative flexibility in shifting between timeframes and
evoking memory; meanwhile, the virtual space expanded the narrative
scope, revealing the impact of technology on the formation of human
relationships and modes of communication. The study demonstrated that
intertextuality contributed to enriching the novel’s significance and
deepening its cultural and intellectual dimensions by repurposing earlier
references in light of contemporary experience. Furthermore, the findings
revealed a clear interplay between reality and fiction; the imaginative
process reshaped the characters' real-life and psychological experiences,
enabling the novel to transcend the direct mimesis of reality and explore
its internal and symbolic dimensions. This confirms that modernity in
*Kingdom of the Butterfly* (Mamlakat al-Farasha) manifests through the
interaction of intellectual vision and artistic experimentation in the
construction of the narrative text.
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