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Study Abstract

This study examines the region of Al-Jazira (Upper Mesopotamia)
as a vital territory within the Islamic state during the first and second
centuries AH, highlighting its geographical, environmental, economic,
and political significance. The introduction outlines the rationale for
selecting this topic, focusing on the environmental and economic roles of
Al-Jazira and the extent to which rulers prioritized the management of its
natural resources—particularly water, agricultural land, and pastures—
and the impact of this management on achieving political and social
stability. Furthermore, the introduction defines the research problem,
which centers on the ruling authority's awareness of the environmental
importance of Al-Jazira and how these resources were utilized to serve
the interests of the state. The significance of selecting the topic of the
Upper Mesopotamian region (al-Jazira)—and the role of its rulers in
managing its resources during the first and second centuries AH—stems
from the region's distinct geographical and strategic position. It served as
a vital link connecting Irag, the Levant, and Anatolia, and was rich in
natural resources, particularly water, fertile soil, and vast pastures.
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Furthermore, the study sheds light on a crucial yet under-researched
aspect of Islamic history: early environmental and economic
management. Unlike political and military history, this area has received
limited scholarly attention, making it a fertile field for research. The
study employs a descriptive-analytical historical methodology, tracing the
evolution of administrative policies in the region and analyzing accounts
from historical and geographical sources—such as the works of al-Tabari,
al-Baladhuri, al-Magqdisi, and 1bn Hawgal—to interpret the relationship
between authority and environmental resources, as well as the methods
used to utilize and regulate them to ensure economic and social stability .
The study yielded several significant findings, most notably that the
rulers of the region recognized the strategic and economic value of
natural resources at an early stage; consequently, they prioritized the
preservation and protection of agricultural lands and irrigation networks
from the time of the Islamic conquest onwards. It is evident that the state,
during the Umayyad and Abbasid eras, pursued clear policies regarding
the regulation of water resources—specifically through the excavation
and maintenance of canals and the prevention of encroachment upon
them—thereby contributing to the sustainability of agricultural
production. The findings also demonstrate that rulers prioritized securing
trade routes and establishing markets and caravanserais; this fostered a
flourishing trade sector and linked the Jazira region with neighboring
territories, while also supporting industrial activities based on local
resources, such as food processing, textiles, and handicrafts.
Furthermore, the study reveals an early awareness on the part of the
authorities regarding the importance of balancing tribal interests and
regulating the use of pastures and water sources to curb tribal conflicts
and ensure stability. It also shows that the rulers' policies were not
haphazard but were grounded in a comprehensive vision for
environmental and economic management, wherein the protection of
natural resources was inextricably linked to political and military
security. This approach established the Jazira region as one of the most
significant agricultural and commercial hubs within the Islamic state
during that period.
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