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Abstract

This paper examines the bimaristans (hospitals) of the Abbasid era
(132-656 AH / 750-1258 CE) as integrated institutions combining
medical treatment, education and social welfare. It traces their origins and
development in Baghdad from the reign of Hartin al-Rashid, through the
hospitals founded under al-Mugqtadir, to the ‘Adudi hospital. It analyses
their administrative structure, which separated financial management (the
nazir) from medical direction (the sa‘tr), their working routines and
systems of oversight, notably the examination of physicians in 319 AH
and the mobile medical services sent to prisons and rural districts. The
study also discusses the role of waqf (endowments) in financing hospitals
and guaranteeing free and continuous care, and presents the leading
physicians associated with them, including Jibril ibn Bukhtishii‘, Sinan
ibn Thabit, al-Razi, ‘Ali ibn al-"Abbas al-Majiisi, Ibn Butlan and Ibn al-
Tilmidh. It concludes that the Abbasid hospitals constituted an advanced
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institutional model that contributed substantially to clinical medicine,
pharmacology and the regulation of the medical profession.

The research problem centers on a primary question: How were
*pbimaristans* (hospitals) administratively and financially organized
during the Abbasid era, and what impact did they have on the
development of medicine? This gives rise to the following subsidiary
questions: What is the origin of the *bimaristan*, and when did it appear
in Baghdad? What administrative structure governed its operations? How
did *wagf* (endowments) contribute to its funding and sustainability?
Who were the prominent physicians associated with these institutions,
and what were their contributions¢

The research aims to: elucidate the concept, origins, and spread of
the *bimaristan* in Abbasid Baghdad; examine its administrative
organization, departments, operational procedures, and oversight
mechanisms; analyze the role of endowments in its financing; and
highlight its most renowned physicians and their contributions to the
advancement of medical sciences.
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