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Abstract

After his government received confidence on May 20, 2006, Iraqi
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki announced that its priorities were
security, combating corruption, and providing public services. The
government launched the National Reconciliation and National Dialogue
project to promote national unity and contain sectarian strife. The
initiative faced challenges due to sectarian violence and the exclusion of
certain political groups and outlawed factions, and the government also
encountered obstacles from the withdrawal of some political blocs and
increasing divisions. The Council of Representatives played a supervisory
role through hearings and discussions with the government to monitor the
implementation of security policies and national initiatives, providing
recommendations to support stability. Nonetheless, security challenges,
partisan conflicts, and external interventions limited the achievement of
security and stability objectives during the period 2006—2008, reflecting
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the complexities of the political and security landscape in the post-
occupation era.
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