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Abstract

This study examines Lady Shirin bint Rustam al-Asfahbadh as a
central figure in the history of the Buyid state during the fourth century
AH / tenth century AD, focusing on the political and architectural
influence she exercised in the principality of Ray. The study seeks to
uncover the pathways through which Shirin rose to power, the nature of
her actual rule — which spanned three consecutive decades between 387—
419 AH / 997-1028 AD — as well as the lasting impact she left on both
the political and architectural structures of the state. To achieve these
objectives, the study employs the analytical-historical method as its
methodological framework, subjecting contemporary primary sources to
both investigation and critical examination. The study draws upon a range
of authoritative sources, foremost among them *Tajarib al-Umam wa
Ta‘aqub al-Himam* (Experiences of Nations and the Succession of
Ambitions) by Miskawayh—Abu ‘Ali Ahmad ibn Muhammad (d. 421
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AH/1030 CE). This work holds exceptional significance as the author
lived through the events described and passed away just one year after
Lady Shirin, rendering his account akin to the testimony of an informed
contemporary. The research also utilizes *Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh* (The
Complete History) by Ibn al-Athir—‘Izz al-Din Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad al-Jazari (d. 630 AH/1233 CE)—which provided precise
details regarding the death of Fakhr al-Dawla and its aftermath, as well as
Shirin’s conflicts with the viziers, despite the author’s chronological
distance from the events. Geographical and architectural data concerning
the Sidabad Palace and its surrounding structures were derived from
*Mu‘jam al-Buldan* (Dictionary of Countries) by Yaqut al-Hamawi—
Shihab al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah (d. 626 AH/1229 CE). Regarding modern
scholarship, the book *Al-Mar’ah al-Kurdiyyah wa Sina‘at al-Qarar*
(Kurdish Women and Decision-Making, 2010) by Ibrahim Muhammad
Isma‘il Waysi contributed a specialized analysis of the Kurdish identity
aspect of Shirin’s character and her role in political decision-making.
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