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Abstract

Inthe «modern era administrative and financial corruption constitutes a
severe structural threat that undermines the foundations of global
economicstability, threatens the rule of law, and compromises the
principles of sustainable development .This research aims to deconstruct
the phenomenon of corruption from a comparative international law
perspective, examining the effectiveness of the UN treaty system
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particularly the United Nations Convention against Corruption UNCAC in
confronting transnational economic crimes.

The research analytically addresses international root causes, including
the lack of legislative harmony, weak governance of international

contracts and cross-border investments, and the exploitation of tax havens
andbanking secrecy systems to conceal illicit proceeds .Furthermore, the
studycategorizes contemporary forms of corruption into grand political
corruption, routine administrative corruption, and emerging patterns such
asthe international criminalization of bribery, trading in influence, and
private-sector corruption.

Regarding enforcement, the study highlights key obstacles hindering the
implementation of international laws, notably the rigid adherence to the
principle of national sovereignty, the lack of mandatory enforcement
mechanisms within the international system, the complexity of

international judicial cooperation procedures, and modern technological
challenges associated with cryptocurrencies and digital .assets Finally, the
studyprojects these legal and practical dilemmas onto the Iraqi national
context, diagnosing objective obstacles in the legislative environment, the
issue of legal immunities granted to officials, and the sovereign and
administrative impediments in recovering smuggled .funds Through this,
the research provides a comprehensive critical and analytical vision to
enhance the efficiency of national and international regulatory and
judicial systems.

The scholarly contribution of this research lies in its departure from the
traditional understanding of corruption, adopting a contemporary
approach that addresses its emerging transnational forms, such as
cybercrime and tax havens. Furthermore, it offers a dual diagnosis linking
the challenges of international enforcement with existing legislative and
institutional shortcomings in lIraq, particularly concerning immunities and
the complexities of judicial cooperation. The value of this study lies in its
formulation of an integrated legal framework that bridges the gap
between international standards for recovering laundered assets and
comparative practical realities.
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