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Abstract:

This article examines the contributions of geographers in
Andalusia as documented in the works of Al-Hafiz Shams al-Din al-
Dhahabi, particularly his books *Siyar A'lam al-Nubala'* (Biographies of
Noble Figures), *Tarikh al-Islam* (History of Islam), *Al-'lbar fi Khabar
man Ghabar* (Lessons from the History of Those Who Have Passed),
and other works. It aims to highlight the value of al-Dhahabi's writings as
a crucial source for understanding Andalusian scholars, identifying their
areas of scientific interest, and assessing their role in the cultural life of
the Islamic era.

The article presents a number of scholars who were associated with
geography, whether through direct writing describing countries, routes,
and regions, or through scientific journeys, the study of paths and
kingdoms, or the provision of information about cities, environments, and
populations. It also clarifies that geography in Andalusia was not merely
an independent science in the modern sense, but rather intertwined with
the sciences of history, travel, hadith, genealogy, medicine, and
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astronomy, thus endowing the geographer with a broad, encyclopedic
knowledge.

Herein lies the significant role of travel in the development of
geographical knowledge. The movement of scholars between Andalusia,
the Levant, and North Africa contributed to the description of cities,
roads, and scientific centers, as well as the transmission of information
about countries, urban development, and natural resources. This
demonstrates how Andalusians benefited from Andalusia's geographical
location and its cultural connections with North Africa and the Levant,
enriching and expanding their geographical knowledge.

Relying on al-Dhahabi's works reveals the importance of his
methodology in recording the biographies of scholars. He did not merely
mention their names and dates of birth, but also noted their teachers,
students, writings, travels, and scholarly standing. Thus, his books
provided a wealth of material from which to reconstruct aspects of
Andalusian geographical history, even though many of these scholars'
works have not survived or parts of them have been lost.

The article concludes that geographers in Andalusia played a
prominent role in the development of Islamic geographical knowledge
and contributed to the description of regions, cities, roads, and natural and
human phenomena. He also affirms that Al-Dhahabi’s writings represent
an important historical source for studying these scholars, because they
preserve their news, clarify their contributions and scientific connections,
and highlight the status of Andalusia as a center of geographical
knowledge production in Islamic civilization.
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