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Abstract

In his analytical and partly investigative study, the Iraqi writer
Mohammed Khudair explores the narration of dreams as one of the
earliest and most enduring forms of storytelling. He traces the presence of
visionary dreams in historical and religious texts, beginning with the
dream of Enkidu as recounted to his companion in The Epic of
Gilgamesh, followed by the vision of Prophet Joseph as narrated in the
Holy Qur’an, and then the dream of Prophet Abraham, who saw himself
sacrificing his son.
Khudair emphasizes that what unites these varied visions—whether
mythological, Qur'anic, or Biblical—is the centrality of the dreamer
within the narrative. The dreamer is not a passive observer but an
emotionally involved figure at the core of the vision. As he states:
“Perhaps the most important thing about all these visions is their
indication of the presence of the dreaming human being (the narrator) at
the center of the vision, and his deep emotional involvement in it.”
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He further argues that the true impact of dream narratives
emerges when texts move from a pragmatic discursive level to an
interpretive one, where the dream becomes a vessel of symbolic meaning
and inner revelation: “The greatest effect lies in the transition of texts...
where the dreaming soul becomes the locus of mysteries and the
definition of transformation.”

Finally, Khudair contends that the art of narrating dreams is a
literary craft best mastered by prominent authors—especially Nobel
laureates such as Naguib Mahfouz—who elevate dream writing into a
refined and expressive.
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Ahmed Khafaf / A'id Khasbak
Studies in the Short Story and the Novel, Yasin al-Nassir, A New Reading in the New
Arabic Story, An Opinion on the Development of the Artistic Form, Studies in the
Short Story and the Novel, 1980-1985
Jamil Al-Shibibi
- Constructing the City of Vision in the Iragqi Short Story: Mohammed Khudair
as a Model, Dar al-Shu’un al-Thagafiyya al-‘Amma, Thaqafiyya Encyclopedia, No.
48, 1st ed., Baghdad
Sigmund Freud (Dr.)
- The Interpretation of Dreams, Translated by: Mustafa Safwan, Revised by: Dr.
Mustafa Ziyur, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo
Salih Huwaydi (Dr.)
- The Structure and Function of Vision in the Iragi Short Story, Small
Encyclopedia No. 386, Directorate of General Cultural Affairs, Baghdad, Iraq
Taha Bagir (Dr.)
-The Epic of Gilgamesh, Dar Al-Warraq Ltd., London, 2006
Abd al-l1lah Ahmad
-The Emergence and Development of the Story in Iraq (1908-1939), Dar al-Shu’un
al-Thagafiyya, Baghdad
Gaston Bachelard (Dr.)
-Water and Dreams: An Essay on the Imagination of Matter, Translated by: Ali Najib
Ibrahim, Center for Arab Unity Studies, 1st ed., Beirut
Farouqg Shousha / Dr. Muhammad Ali Makki
-Dictionary of Literary Terms, Vol. 1, Cairo
Mohammed Khudair
-The Garden in Summer: Essays on Narrative, Dar wa Maktabat Ahuar, Baghdad, 1st
ed., 2021
-Letters from the Cancer Hole, Dar al-Rafidain, Beirut — Lebanon, 1st ed., 2017
-Autumn Vision, Beirut — Lebanon, 2020
-What Can Be Held and What Cannot Be Held, Al-Mutawassit Publications, Italy, 1st
ed., 2017
-The Book of Contracts: Narratives, Dar al-Rafidain, Beirut — Lebanon, 2021
Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi
-The Meccan Revelations, General Egyptian Book Organization, Cairo, 1985
Northrop Frye
-The Educated Imagination, Translated by: Hanna Abboud, Ministry of Culture
Publications, Damascus, 1995
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