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Abstract:

This study examines Britain’s position on the Saudi—Omani
conflict during the period 1800-1815, within the context of regional and
international competition in the Arabian Gulf. The First Saudi State
emerged as a rising power seeking to expand its influence toward the
Omani coast, posing a threat to the interests of the Sultanate of Oman and
its allies. At the same time, Britain viewed the Arabian Gulf as a vital
route for protecting its trade and communications with India, prompting it
to closely monitor the developments of the conflict.

Initially, the British position was characterized by caution and a
reluctance to intervene directly, relying instead on political and
diplomatic influence to maintain regional stability in accordance with its
interests. However, the growing power of the Saudis and the increasing
threat they posed to Omani ports encouraged Britain to provide indirect
support to Oman through strengthening political relations and providing a
degree of naval assistance. Britain also sought to prevent the emergence
of any influence that could obstruct its control over maritime routes,
particularly amid competition with other European powers.
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The study concludes that British policy was pragmatic, as Britain
was not completely aligned with either side, but primarily sought to
protect its strategic interests in the Arabian Gulf. This position
contributed to relatively strengthening Oman’s position and maintaining
the balance of power in the region during this period.
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