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Abstract

This study investigates the role of artisans and local merchants in
small cities during the Abbasid period (750-1258 CE) and the Ayyubid
period (1250-656 AH), emphasizing their economic and social
significance within the broader framework of Islamic civilization. It
explores the urban and administrative organization of small towns,
including Wasit, Kufa, Al-Anbar, Al-Ray (in Iran), and Samarra (Surra
Man Ra’a) during the Abbasid era, and Hama, Homs, Al-Karak (in
Jordan), Aswan (in Egypt), and Qal‘at Ja‘bar (in northern Syria) during
the Ayyubid era.

The research analyzes the structure and functions of markets, the
nature of artisanal crafts and industries that supported local and regional
economies, and the ways in which local merchants facilitated the
circulation of goods and connected small towns with major urban centers
through an integrated commercial network.

Findings reveal that small cities were not merely secondary
settlements but rather vibrant economic and social hubs. Artisans and
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merchants played a crucial role in sustaining economic vitality, ensuring
social stability, and maintaining trade linkages between peripheral towns
and large metropolitan centers. Furthermore, the study highlights how
economic and social networks linking craftsmen, merchants, and local
authorities contributed to market regulation and the protection of
community interests—despite political upheavals and conflicts affecting
certain regions.

The research recommends conducting comparative studies with
small cities across other regions of the Islamic world, along with
archaeological field investigations to better understand the professional
guilds and trade organizations that shaped local economies. Such studies
would deepen our comprehension of the historical and civilizational
importance of small cities in the Islamic world.
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