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ABstract

This study examines and analyzes the historical path of the Sarekat
Islam Party, as the first mass organization to lead the political and
national transformation in Indonesia during the Dutch colonial era
extending between 1911 and 1927. The research problem crystallizes in a
central question about how this organization transformed from a trade
association with a limited economic scope and protector of the interests
of Javanese merchants against Chinese hegemony, into a radical political
party that succeeded in mobilizing millions and challenging the colonial
administration structure.

To address this problem, the study relied on the historical and
analytical approach to trace the organizational structure and intellectual
transformations of the party through pivotal stages, beginning with an
examination of the founding phase and identity formation under the
leadership of Omar Said Chukrominoto and Hajj Agus Salem, then
dissecting the dimensions of the internal ideological conflict resulting
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from the communist penetration through the left wing, which led to a
decisive split in 1923. The study also sheds intense light on the party’s
political ideology, which blended the origins of Islamic modernity with
the principles of Nationalism and anti-imperialist capitalism.

The study concludes with an analysis of the reasons for the decline of
the party's popular momentum by 1927 as a result of party divisions,
strict colonial pressure, and the failure of institutions to meet its
comprehensive aspirations. The study ultimately proves that "Serikat
Islam™ was not just a passing political organization, but rather was the
first intellectual and organizational foundation that shaped the features of
modern Indonesian national consciousness, and paved the solid ground
for the emergence of subsequent independence movements, despite the
state of fragmented division that accompanied the party in later stages.
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