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Abstract

Many studies have addressed grammatical representation in
Sibawayh's book: but they haven't focused on representative proper nouns
as an independent study. Therefore« this research examines representative
proper nouns that denote a specific individual within their category« such
as Zayd«< Amr¢ Abdullah< Hind¢« and Zaynab. It is limited to proper nouns
referring to rational beings¢ thus excluding generic nouns denoting
animals¢ plants¢ and inanimate objects¢ even if they refer to a specific
individual« such as Ya'fur< the name of the Prophet's (PBUH) donkey:«
Uhud« the name of a specific mountain«< and Sidrat al-Muntaha« the name
of a particular tree mentioned in the Quran. The study found that the
proper noun Zayd has a striking presence« appearing more frequently than
other proper nouns referring to rational beings. This raises semantic and
methodological questions about the nature of this repetition and selection:
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Was it a neutral¢< abstract proper noun devoid of meaning« or did it
acquire« over time« a normative representative meaning that made it the
most suitable noun to serve as an example? Was this intentional? This
presence is not merely a matter of quantitative repetition. The same
questions arise concerning the other names mentioned in his book.
Accordingly« the first section clarifies the concept of representative
proper nouns in Sibawayh's work:« the difference between a proper noun
and a name« and the use of the name Zayd in the Quran. The second
section examines proper nouns referring to rational beings in Sibawayh's
book« primarily the proper noun "Zayd" in grammatical examples:
exploring its meaning« the reason for its use< and the purpose of its
inclusion in constructing grammatical examples.

Consequently« we cannot definitively assert the semantic neutrality
of the proper noun Zayd< meaning that it does not refer to a specific
person intended by Sibawayh. However< we can affirm its widespread
use in education« which is the reason for Sibawayh's choice of it. We are
referring to its transmission from the Holy Quran to books of grammar«
and from there to books of Islamic jurisprudence. We can also say that
proper nouns such as Zayd« Abdullah« Amr¢ Hind< Zaynab« etc.c and
especially the proper noun Zayd« have shifted their meaning from proper
nouns to indefinite nouns. That is< they have become indefinite« referring
to something unknown« as when we say¢ "So-and-so came:<" we say:
"Zayd came«" just as in our everyday speech we say« "Sin came«" when
we don't want to mention a specific person's name. Similarly< his name
became an example used in Sibawayh's book« and he may have chosen it
because it is suitable for transitioning between definiteness and
indefiniteness. In other words« it is an ideal tool for illustrating the
boundaries between definite and indefinite.
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al-Rahman al-Mar'ashli, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-'Arabi, Beirut, Lebanon, 2nd ed., 1424
AH/2003 CE.

*Al-Kitab, by Sibawayh (Abu Bishr Amr ibn Uthman ibn Qanbar, d. 180 AH), ed.
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