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Abstract

Translation is one of the most prominent means that has enabled
nations and peoples to engage in cultural exchange and communication
throughout history. It has served as a bridge for transferring knowledge,
sciences, and concepts from one nation to another, especially when access
to these sciences in their original language is unavailable. Translation, in
its essence, is a cultural process that transcends mere linguistic transfer. It
carries with it the intellectual, scientific, and technological systems of one
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society to another, contributing to the cross-fertilization, development,
and flourishing of civilizations.

Historical studies have demonstrated that translation played a
pivotal role in enriching Arabic culture and contributed to the flourishing
of Islamic civilization during the third Abbasid era. It served as a gateway
for the Arabs to engage with the cultures of other nations, absorbing them
and reinterpreting them with a critical and innovative perspective. This
era witnessed an unprecedented scientific renaissance, of which
translation was a cornerstone.

It is noteworthy that Arab scholars translated most of the scientific
and intellectual output of the advanced civilizations of that time, most
notably the Persian, Greek, and Indian civilizations. Their role in the third
Abbasid era was not limited to translation; they quickly moved beyond it
to authorship and classification, adding their own perspectives and
establishing a new era of scientific and intellectual creativity. This makes
studying the translation movement a fundamental entry point for
understanding the manifestations of the cultural flourishing achieved by
the Islamic nation in the third Abbasid era, which is what this article
seeks to highlight.
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