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Abstract
The Minister Abu Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-

Muhallabi was one of the most prominent and influential viziers of the
Buyid state, leaving a profound impact on its political and administrative
trajectory. He assumed the vizierate under the rule of Mu'izz al-Dawla al-
Buyahi during a turbulent era marked by political instability and intense
rivalry among military factions. This rendered the vizier's role pivotal in
maintaining state cohesion and managing its internal affairs.

Politically, al-Muhallabi distinguished himself through his astute
management of relations between the Buyid amirs and the Abbasid
Caliphate. He sought to forge a delicate balance between the de facto
authority of the Buyids and the religious legitimacy of the Caliphate,
which successfully mitigated political tensions and reduced internal
conflicts. Furthermore, he possessed exceptional skill in crisis
management and in making decisive resolutions that preserved the
stability of the regime. Al-Muhallabi's political role, however, was not
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confined to maintaining internal equilibria; it extended to a shrewd
handling of external threats and local rebellions that erupted
intermittently on the peripheries of Irag, employing direct diplomacy at
times, and resolute military force backed by alliances at others.

Administratively, he focused heavily on organizing the
administrative bureaus (diwans) and regulating financial matters. He
worked on improving tax collection methods and optimizing expenditure
to serve state interests while alleviating the burdens imposed on the
subjects. He also played a prominent role in selecting competent
administrative personnel and supervising provincial affairs, which
significantly enhanced the efficiency of the Buyid state's administrative
apparatus. Within the framework of his economic reforms, al-Muhallabi
addressed the decay of agricultural lands and the decline in land-tax
(kharaj) revenues resulting from wars. Consequently, he directly
supervised the dredging of rivers and the restoration of dams in the
Sawad of lIraq, revitalizing agricultural and commercial activity in
Baghdad and its surrounding regions.

In addition to his political and administrative genius, al-Muhallabi
was renowned for his patronage of science and literature. His salon
transformed into a celebrated intellectual and cultural forum that gathered
the leading scholars, poets, and writers of his era, thereby fostering a
distinguished cultural renaissance that compensated for the stagnation
caused by military upheavals.

The research concludes that Vizier al-Muhallabi was not merely an
executive official, but rather an active agent in policy-making and state
administration, contributing significantly to consolidating the foundations
of Buyid rule. His role underscores the paramount importance of the
vizierate during the Buyid era as a fundamental pillar for the state's
stability and continuity.
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