(B A i) 4 puaiall Juda s a3 e ) SY) augusjaswajﬁ\@
@(\au_n\/\)w@ﬂum@Jmtwwg

dadd £ 940 § Lguindl D paiall Judoe 1003l e SIS dlaginlg ColaeS A9l
T (ET1)2)A) gneleis Al ke gyl
Sazme Gl 39598 s lunadl (puyded!
cObwsdyS eyl - ol 2o dnalr el du U1 48 cduslaizdl o glall ouudd
Slyall

nawroz.mohammed@su.edu.krd

dgax0 (§)9 i 38 tus el uydel!
QI &S - Ol guw Aol
farhang.mahmood@soran.edu.iq

L”,l:- Oleds Olobw tusbunall wydall
Ol &S - Ol guw Aol
saman.alee@soran.edu.iq

Laill (Ll dyainll daagdll Agall Glill dadd (paaliy jilly 1daalidal) cilalsl)

s lalyll s o @— 0>

el e eleaB) ¢ i) G531 (g <)

s

\

Gial) (uliiB) dudg

DY) slasiady el gl de gldie Glilu,3sana (5)95 i, Cpals Jg)s0, 2ena
YNIA) Gaalaiy Hally die molall deld ggia 8 Agud) Dpaiell st i a3l e
Azl ) Tralad) Y YT G el clahall Wb S50 dla, (V€7

cilal) (§ ghal S g liall dady agar padie goikall Jpuagl) £9i Ga Gaaall )3a
o) Juaad (a3 i maii (Creative Commons Attribution ) il
o e (L ALl (g ccitfall ) Janll ol dayd (AT aa 4L

Aylad GaleY Aaladiu

Registered (2 Aawa Indexed (& dugda
ROAD IASJ

%{%g—@ A ssall] 1% dlagl ¥y

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue : 8
£V (ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)


mailto:nawroz.mohammed@su.edu.krd
mailto:nawroz.mohammed@su.edu.krd
mailto:farhang.mahmood@soran.edu.iq
mailto:farhang.mahmood@soran.edu.iq
mailto:saman.alee@soran.edu.iq
mailto:saman.alee@soran.edu.iq

(2 A saial) 4y puaiall a1 a1 ue 3 SY) m.,u,a#asmm%
@(sz_n\/\)wg;ﬂum@Jmtwgﬂ

The State as an Inheritance and the Exclusion of Kurds Throughout
History: An Analysis of Structural Racism in Light of Walter
Benjamin's (1918-1946) Philosophy of History

Assistant Lecturer: Nawroz Yasin Mohammed
Department of Social Sciences, College of Basic Education,
Salahaddin University - Erbil, Kurdistan, Iraq
nawroz.mohammed@su.edu.krd

Assistant Lecturer: Farhang Nouri Mahmood
Soran University - College of Arts
farhang.mahmood@soran.edu.iq

Assistant Lecturer: Saman Osman Ali
Soran University - College of Arts
saman.alee@soran.edu.iq

Keywords : Walter Benjamin, Philosophy of History, Nation-state,
Structural Racism, Kurdish Issue, Political Heritage, Exclusion from
Time.

How To Cite This Article

Mohammed , Nawroz Yasin , Farhang Nouri Mahmood ,Saman Osman
Ali , The State as an Inheritance and the Exclusion of Kurds Throughout
History: An Analysis of Structural Racism in Light of Walter Benjamin's
(1918-1946) Philosophy of History ,JJournal Of Babylon Center For
Humanities Studies, August 2026,Volume:16, Issue 8.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

Abstract:
This study provides a philosophical and historical analysis of the nation-
state paradigm and the mechanisms of Kurdish marginalization in the
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Middle East between 1918 and 1947, through the lens of Walter
Benjamin’s theses on the philosophy of history. The research operates on
the hypothesis that the modern state in this region was constructed as a
"political and cultural heritage" reserved for dominant nations, effectively
excluding Kurds not only from political sovereignty but also from
"historical time" itself. By employing Benjamin's critique of the "history
of the victors" and his rejection of "homogeneous and empty time," the
study demonstrates how structural racism became deeply embedded
within the state apparatus. During this transformative period, Kurds were
treated as actors "outside of history" or "pre-historical,” a form of
historical violence designed to decouple a national group from the
trajectory of progress and modernity to legitimize their suppression. The
study concludes that the "exclusion from time" served as a fundamental
state tool for institutionalizing systemic racism, whereby Kurdish history
was depicted either as a mere appendix or as a "dangerous interruption"
within the state’s official temporal narrative. Ultimately, the research
asserts that understanding the Kurdish issue is impossible without
deconstructing the temporal and historical structures imposed by the state.
This analysis offers a novel philosophical perspective on Kurdish
statelessness, critiquing the foundations of political modernity. The
importance of this article is that for the first time it brings contemporary
concepts of Walter Benjamin's philosophy of history into the study of
regional political history and the Kurdish cause in particular. The research
gives new scientific value to academic centers because it moves away
from classical and political narratives and presents the Kurdish problem
as a human and temporary crisis.
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