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Abstract
Relations between the Kurdistan Region and the United States are one of
the most important issues in the field of international relations in the new
Irag, because After the 1991 uprising, the Kurdistan Region became one
of the most important non-state actors in the region due to geopolitical
and international changes. This paper attempts to analyze the strategic
position and importance of the Kurdistan Region in US foreign policy
and present the changes in this position in a comparative manner between
two different periods, the first period after the uprising until the

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue :8
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)

QKX%%@ £8 N ssall] % sl Y1 il Sl ll Ly o g @_B%g%

YY.Y


mailto:jaza.fars@univsul.edu.iq
mailto:rebin.qader@chu.edu.iq
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

G A 0a Al 2 48 aY) A A Al (B (s S 8] 2Bga g
% _(Y~Y~-Y~~\'3Y~~\'_\‘\Q\)

occupation of Irag (1991-2003). The second phase after the occupation of
Iraq until 2020. The study relies on comparative, descriptive-analytical
and historical methods to explain the impact of domestic, regional and
international factors on the direction of US foreign policy towards the
Kurdistan Region. The results of this study indicate that the position of
the Kurdistan Region in US policy has been constantly influenced by
domestic changes and regional and international equations and the United
States has dealt with the Kurdistan Region on the basis of its strategic
interests at most stages. In order to achieve the objectives of the study, a
number of scientific methods have been used, including: Comparative
methods to compare the position of the Kurdistan Region in two periods
(1991-2003) and (2003-2020). Also, the descriptive-analytical method to
describe political events and changes and analyze the causes and
consequences of US policy towards the Kurdistan Region. At the same
time, the historical method has been used to study the roots and
development of relationships over a period of time. The research relies on
Kurdish, Arabic and English sources, books, scientific journals, official
documents and international reports to collect data and information.
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25/9/2017, Political Research Chamber of Gorran Movement, Sulaimani,

-YMembers of the Research Board of Standard Institute, Fate of
Kurdistan Democratic Party after the Referendum ,Standard Institute for
Media and Research, Erbil, 2017.

-YComrade Hassan Hama, US Foreign Policy towards Iragi Kurdistan,
Kurdistan Center for Conflict and Crisis Research ,Sulaimani, 2020.
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F. Scientific Conference:

-YFerdinand Henner Bischler, Kurds in the Face of Future Options,
Kurdish Future Conference First International Scientific Conference of
Sulaimani  University and Sulaimani Polytechnic  University 9-
10/10/2018, Sulaimani University, in a book Published in 2021.

H. Interview:

-YInterview with Karukh Khoshnaw, President of the American-Kurdish
Research Institute, onY/+ ¢/Y0

-YInterview with Professor Dr. Kurmanj Gundi, Professor at the
University of Tennessee in the United States via WhatsApp, interview
date 26/04/2

-Yinterview with Mutassem Najmaddin ,writer and expert in
international affairs, Sulaimani, Interview date : 22/ 4/
D. Website in Kurdish

-\Dr. Abd Khalid Rasul, The Future of Rebuilding Iraq as a Federal
State, Future Research Center, available at :https://www.centerfs.org/the-
future-of-rebuilding-irag-as-a-federal-state ,/accessed: 1/4/2

-YThe website of the Presidency of the Kurdistan Region, about the
Presidency of the Kurdistan Region, is available at the following link:

/
WWW.PRESIDENCY.KRD/KURDISH/PDISPLAY.ASPX?SM=H1AV

KRIO4/G ,=Visited: 2/4/2
-YKurdistan Parliament website, history of the third session of elections
2009, available at -https://www.parliament.krd/about-
parliament/parliament-terms/term-3 ,/visited: 3/4/2

-¢Farman Sadiq, Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has not held
any general elections on schedule in 28 years of rule. Available at :
https://kirkuknow.com/en/news/61794 visited 3/4/2
-oKurdistan Parliament website, history of the fourth session of elections
2013, available at -https://www.parliament.krd/about-
parliament/parliament-terms/term-4 ,/visited: 5/4/2

-1Kurdistan Parliament website, history of the fifth session elections
2018, available at -https://www.parliament.krd/about-
parliament/parliament-terms/term-5 ,/visited: 5/4/2

-¥ Dr Jalal Hassan Mustafa, Kurdistan Region after the Referendum:
The Roots of Failures, Kurdistan Center for Conflict and Crisis Research,
available at :
https://www.kurdistanc.com/Political/details.aspx?jimare=1251 ,
accessed: 5/4/2
Second, Arabic sources
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A .Dictionary:

-YNazem Abdul Wajid Al-Jasser, Encyclopedia on Politics ,International
Studies Center-Baghdad University, Vol .
b (Books in Arabic:

-YAhmad Fahmi, Conflict of Interests in the Country of the Rafidin, Al-
Bayan Magazine Office, Vol. 1, p.

-YDilawar Osman Majid ,Constitution of the Republic of Irag in

-YDr. Ahmad Nuri al-Naimi, Foreign Policy ,Baghdad University,
Baghdad ,

-£Dr. Mohammed Sayed Salim, Development of International Politics in
the 19th and 20th Centuries, Vol. 1, Cairo University ,Egypt,
Q. Magazine in Arabic

-Ya M Dr. ¥ Ali Al-Mahdawi , the reality Teaching awtud) 4 a0 8
Clique aslall s el o 6all Political (No Special s SAL Cpsadl) (il
asball dauland) A Iraq), University Baghdad, Al-AddanY4-YA

Third, English sources :

A -Books in English :

1- Bilal A. Wahab, Irag and KRG Energy Policies: Actors, Challenges
and Opportunities, The Institute of Regional and International Studies,
Sulaimani —Iraq,2014

2- Gary M. Boutz and Kenneth H. Williams, US Relations with Iraq
From the Mandate to Operation Iragi Freedom, Air Force Engaging the
World, Washington, DC ,2015.

B .Magazine in English :

1-Bojang AS, The Study of Foreign Policy in International Relations,
Journal of Political Sciences & Public Affairs, Volume 6, Issue 4 ,2

2- Bo WANG, The Political Perspective of the Iragi Kurds after the US
Military Retreat, Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies (in Asia)
Vol. 4, No. 2, 2010.

3-Inga Rogg and Hans Rimscha, The Kurds as Parties to and Victims of
Conflicts in Irag, International Review of the Red Cross, Volume 89,
Number 868 December

4-Jonathan Schanzer, Ansar al-Islam: Back in Iraq, Insight Turkey , Vol.
6, No. 1,January - March

5-Michael M. Gunter, The KDP-PUK Conflict in Northern Irag, Middle
East Institute, Middle East Journal, VVol. 50, No. 2,1996.

6-HALVARD LEIRA, The Emergence of Foreign Policy, International
Studies Quarterly, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, No.63,
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Q. Research in English

1- Robin Mills, Under the Mountains: Kurdish Oil and Regional Politics,
Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, January

2- Kenneth Katzman, Iraq: Politics, Security, and US Policy,
Congressional Research Service, USA,

3- Christopher M. Blanchard, Iraq: Background and US Policy,
Congressional Research Service, USA, Updated November 21, 2017.
4-Bill Fralick The False Promise of Operation Provide Comfort:
Protecting Refugees or Protecting State Power? Middle East Research
and Information Project, May - June. 1992, No. 176, Iraq in the
Aftermath (May - June 1992).

T-Master's Degree in English:

1 - Elizabeth r. Hooks, 1996Kurdish Nationalism: American Interests and
policy, submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree
of Master of Arts in National Security Affairs from the Naval
Postgraduate School, December 1996.

-2 Richard s. mizzen, the elusive state: the failure of Iragi Kurds to
secure independence, submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of Master of Arts in Security Studies (Middle East, South
Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa), from the Naval Postgraduate School
December
3-peter j. Lambert, The United States and the Kurds: Case Studies in
United States Engagement, Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in National Security
Affairs, USA, December 1997.

C .Report of the International Organization:

1-The Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human
Rights, THE SYRIAN ARMED CONFLICT: NEARING THE END? ,
THE WAR REPORT 2018, The Geneva Academy
2-THE GENEVA ACADEMY, IRAQ: ANY HOPE FOR CHANGE?
THE WAR REPORT, NOVEMBER.
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