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Abstract :

During the mid-nineteenth century, the cotton industry in
Lancashire, Britain, experienced a major crisis known as the "Cotton
Famine." This crisis resulted from disruptions in global raw cotton
supplies from the American South, as a result of the outbreak of the
American Civil War (1861-1865). The naval blockade imposed by the
Union forces on the ports of the Confederate South halted cotton exports
to Europe in general and Britain in particular, causing a severe shortage
of this raw material for the British textile industry and severely impacting
the local economy of Lancashire, which had relied primarily on this
industry. In this context, the United States played a significant role in
mitigating the effects of this crisis on Britain by forming the International
Relief Committee, which played a significant economic and political role
in alleviating the cotton famine through relief aid provided to the people
of Lancashire.

This research aims to analyze the role played by the United States in
confronting the cotton crisis in Lancashire, highlighting the economic,
political, and social dimensions that resulted from this crisis.
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