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Abstract

There is no doubt that syntactic philosophy is fundamentally
concerned with the study of linguistic phenomena and the formulation of
rules. These rules manifest in two forms: some take the shape of syntactic
judgments whose function is to delineate the boundaries of syntactic
chapters and define their contents; others emerge as overarching
regulatory principles whose task is to guide specific rules in light of the
interpretation of syntactic phenomena—analogy being one such
phenomenon.

This study seeks to investigate the underlying foundations that
govern the establishment of analogy and the codification of its
procedures. It aims to highlight the grammarians’ philosophical approach
in explaining the deviation of certain linguistic elements from their
original positions and their divergence from the standard rules of their
respective categories. This is achieved through identifying the domain of
analogy, determining the nature of the resemblance involved, providing
justification and theoretical grounding for the rule applied to the
analogous element, systematizing the mechanism of transformation, and
correcting the procedures of analogy itself.
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However, reconstructing the grammarians’ philosophical outlook
and delineating its features through the lens of foundational principles
necessitated a preliminary step: tracing the occurrences of resemblance in
order to distinguish between those that genuinely contributed to rule
formation and those that posed problematic ambiguities. The study also
addresses the debates surrounding the structure and entry points of
analogy—namely cause, similarity, and analogy itself—both in
terminology and substance, especially considering that most
contemporary scholars interpret these terms literally.

Furthermore, the study seeks to establish a conceptual framework
for the term “analogy” (4x&il), which many modern scholars have
dismissed due to its perceived overlap with rhetorical simile, a field in
which the term has become firmly established.

| do not claim that this study is the first to address this subject, but |
do assert its novelty and objectivity in approach. It focuses on aspects
that may have been overlooked or misunderstood by many contemporary
researchers, aiming to clarify the conceptual ambiguity and its impact—
firstly on the true understanding of “syntactic analogy,” and subsequently
on the syntactic thought that underpins it, i.e., the philosophy of the
grammarians. Hence, the necessity of this study.
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