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Abstract

Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (peace be upon him) assumed the caliphate
(35-40 AH), and the major Islamic countries were in need of a just, firm,
strong, and wise administration. Therefore, the Commander of the
Faithful (peace be upon him) appointed a number of new governors from
the Companions, and kept some of them in their administrative positions,
relying in his selection on the most competent, suitable, and loyal to
Islam in managing the affairs of the Islamic state. He (peace be upon him)
engaged in a political and military struggle with many parties, especially
after the battles of the Camel, Siffin, and Nahrawan were imposed on
him, in addition to his confrontation with his opponents from the
Umayyads, which greatly affected the stability of the states. Therefore, he
recommended his governors to be just with the subjects, take into account
the conditions of the people, and adhere to piety. However, some of his
governors faced challenges and disturbances, especially in the Levant,
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Egypt, and Basra as a result of conflicts with his political opponents.
Despite these challenges, most of his loyal governors from among the
Companions contributed to supporting his caliphate, adhering to his
orders, spreading justice, and organizing the affairs of the state.
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Sources and References o
- The best place to begin is the Holy Qur'an.
Sources:
Ibn al-Athir, Abu al-Hasan 'lzz al-Din 'Ali ibn Muhammad al-Shaybani al-Jazari al-
Mawsili (d. 630 AH):
1- "Lions of the Jungle in the Knowledge of the Companions™ (Dar al-Kitab al-'Arabi,
Beirut, n.d.).
2- "The Complete History" (Dar Sader, Beirut, 1386 AH).
Imam al-Bukhari, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ismail ibn Ibrahim al-Ja'fi (d. 256
AH):
3. Sahih al-Bukhari (Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1401 AH).
Al-Baladhuri, Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Jabir (d. 279 AH):
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4. Ansab al-Ashraf (Genealogies of the Nobles), edited by Muhammad Hamidullah
(Dar al-Ma'arif, Egypt, 1378 AH).

5- Futuh al-Buldan, edited by Ridwan Muhammad Ridwan (Dar al-Kutub al-
[Imiyyah, Beirut, 1403 AH).

Al-Thagafi, Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Kufi (d. 283 AH).

6- Al-Gharat, edited by Jalal al-Din al-Husayni al-Urmawi (Bahman Press, Iran, n.d.).
Ibn al-Jawzi, Abu al-Faraj Abd al-Rahman ibn Ali ibn Muhammad (d. 597 AH):

7- Al-Muntazam fi Tarikh al-Muluk wa al-Umam, edited by Muhammad Mustafa
Abd al-Qadir, (Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiyyah, Beirut, 1416 AH).

Al-Jawhari, Ismail ibn Hammad (d. 393 AH):

8- As-Sahih, the Crown of the Language and the Correctness of Arabic, edited by
Ahmad Abd al-Ghafur, (Dar al-1im Lil-Malayin, Beirut, 1407 AH).

Al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-'Utbi ibn al-Bay'
(d. 405 AH):

9- Al-Mustadrak ala al-Sahihayn, edited by Yusuf Abd al-Rahman, (Dar al-Ma'rifa,
Beirut, n.d.).

Ibn Hibban, Abu Hatim Muhammad ibn Hibban ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Hatim al-Tamimi
al-Busti (d. 354 AH):

10- Al-Thigat (The Trustworthy), (Ottoman Encyclopedia Press, Hyderabad, 1393
AH).

Ibn Habib, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Habib ibn Umayya ibn Amr al-Hashimi al-
Baghdadi (d. 245 AH):

11- Al-Muhbar, Correction by llse Limten Sniter, (Ottoman Encyclopedia Society
Press, Hyderabad, 1361 AH).

Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Abu al-Fadl Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad al-
Asgalani (d. 852 AH):

12- Al-Isaba fi Tamyiz al-Sahaba, a study, investigation, and commentary by Sheikh
Adil Ahmad Abd al-Mawjud and Sheikh Ali Muhammad Mu'awwad (Dar al-Kutub
al-llmiyyah, Beirut, 1426 AH).

13- Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb (Dar Sader, Beirut, 1388 AH).

Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1zz al-Din Abd al-Hamid ibn Hibat Allah al-Mada'ini al-Mu'tazili
(d. 656 AH).

14- Explanation of Nahj al-Balagha (The Approach to Eloguence), edited by
Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim (Dar Ihya' al-Kutub al-'limiyyah, Beirut, 1378 AH).
Ibn Hazm, Abu Muhammad Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Sa’id al-Zahiri (d. 456 AH):

15- The Genealogy of the Arabs, (Dar al-Kutub al-"l1Imiyyah, Beirut, 1424 AH).

Ibn Hamza, Abu al-Mahasin Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn
Hamza al-Husayni al-Shafi'i (d. 765 AH):

16- Al-Ikmal fi Dhikr Man Who Has a Narration in Musnad Ahmad of the Men Other
Than Those Mentioned in Tahdhib al-Kamal, edited by Abd al-Ma'ati Amin Qalaji,
(University of Islamic Studies, Karachi - Pakistan, n.d.).

Ibn Hayyan, Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Ja'far (d. 369 AH):

17- Classes of Hadith Scholars in Isfahan and Those Who Came to It, edited by Abd
al-Ghafur Abd (Al-Risalah Foundation, Beirut, 1412 AH).

Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Thabit (d. 463 AH):

18- The History of Baghdad (or the City of Peace), edited by Mustafa Abd al-Qadir
Atta (Dar al-Kutub al-l1lmiyyah, Beirut, 1417 AH).

Ibn Khayyat, Abu Amr Khalifah ibn Khayyat ibn Shihab al-Laythi al-Asfari (d. 240
AH):

19- The History of Khalifah ibn Khayyat, edited and introduced by Akram Diya al-
Umari (Adab Press, Najaf al-Ashraf, 1386 AH). 20- The Classes of Khalifa ibn
Khayyat, edited by Akram Diya' al-'Umari (Dar Taybah, Riyadh, 1402 AH).
Al-Dhahabi, Abu Abdullah Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Uthman (d. 748 AH).
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21- Biographies of the Noble Figures, edited by Shuayb Arna'ut and Muhammad
Na'im al-'Arqusi (Al-Risalah Foundation, Beirut, 1413 AH).

Al-Raghib al-Isfahani, Abu al-Qasim al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn al-Mufaddal (d.
502 AH):

22- The Vocabulary of the Qur'anic Words, edited by Safwan Adnan Dawudi, (Tali'at
al-Noor Publications, Qom, 1427 AH).

Al-Sakhawi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Abd al-Rahman (d. 902 AH):

23- The Delicate Gift on the History of the Noble City of Medina (Dar al-Kutub al-
[Imiyyah, Beirut, 1414 AH).

Ibn Sa'd, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Sa'd al-Wagqidi (d. 230 AH).

24- The Great Classes (Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1377 AH).

Saif ibn Umar al-Dabbi, al-Asadi (d. 200 AH):

25- The Fitna and the Battle of the Camel, edited by Ahmad Ratib Ayyash, (Dar al-
Nafa'is, Beirut, 1391 AH).

Al-Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir (d. 310 AH):

26- The History of Nations and Kings (Tabari's History), (Al-A'lami Publications
Foundation, Beirut, 1403 AH).

Sheikh al-Tusi, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Ali ibn al-Hasan (d. 460
AH):

27- Tahdhib al-Ahkam, edited and commented on by Sayyid Hasan al-Musawi al-
Khurasani (Khurshid Press, Tehran, 1390 AH).

Ibn Abd al-Barr, Abu Umar Yusuf Ahmad ibn Abdullah al-Namri al-Qurtubi (d. 463
AH):

28- Al-Isti'ab fi Ma'rifat al-Ashab, edited by Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi (Dar al-Jil,
Beirut, 1421 AH).

Ibn Asakir, Abu al-Qasim Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah al-Shafi'i (d. 571 AH):

29- The History of the City of Damascus (The History of Ibn Asakir), edited by Ali
Shiri (Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1415 AH).

Allama al-Hilli, Abu Mansur Jamal al-Din al-Hasan ibn Yusuf ibn al-Mutahhir (d.
726 AH):

30- Tadhkirat al-Fugaha, edited by the Ahl al-Bayt Foundation for the Revival of
Heritage (Sitara Press, Qom, 1419 AH).

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (may God be pleased with him), Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Abi
Talib ibn Abd al-Muttalib (d. 40 AH):

31- Nahj al-Balagha, a collection of the words of the noble Abu al-Hasan Muhammad
al-Radi, selected by the Commander of the Faithful, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Abi Talib
(may God be pleased with him). Its text was verified and authenticated by Subhi al-
Salih (first edition, Beirut, 1387 AH).

Judge Al-Nu'man Al-Maghribi, Al-Nu'man ibn Muhammad Al-Tamimi Al-Maghribi
(d. 363 AH):

32- The Pillars of Islam, edited by Asaf ibn Ali Asghar, (Dar Al-Ma'arif, Cairo, 1383
AH).

Ibn Qutaybah, Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Muslim al-Dinawari (d. 276 AH):

33- Imamate and Politics, edited by Ali Shiri (Amir Press, Qom, 1413 AH).

34- Knowledge, edited by Tharwat Ukkasha (Dar al-Ma'arif Press, Cairo, 1389 AH).
Ibn Kathir, Abu al-Fida' Imad al-Din Ismail ibn Umar al-Qaysi al-Dimashqi (d. 774
AH):

35- The Beginning and the End in History, edited by Ali Shiri, (Dar lhya' al-Turath al-
'Arabi, Beirut, 1408 AH).

Sheikh Al-Kulayni, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ya'qub ibn Ishag Al-Razi (d. 328
AH):

36- Al-Kafi (The Principles of Al-Kafi), edited by Ali Akbar Al-Ghaffari, (Dar Al-
Kutub Al-Islamiyyah, Tehran, 1388 AH).
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Al-Mawardi, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Habib al-Basri al-Baghdadi (d.
450 AH):

37- Sultanic Rulings and Religious States, combining legal and political issues (Al-
Muhammadiyah Press, Egypt, n.d.).

Al-Majlisi, Muhammad Bagir (d. 1111 AH):

38- Bihar al-Anwar al-Jami‘ah li-Durar Akhbar al-A'immah al-Athar (Al-Wafa
Foundation, Beirut, 1403 AH).

Al-Mizzi, Abu al-Hajjaj Yusuf ibn al-Zaki ibn Abd al-Rahman (d. 742 AH):

39- Tahdhib al-Kamal (The Refinement of Perfection), edited by Bashar Awwad (Al-
Risalah Foundation, Beirut, 1401 AH).

Al-Mas'udi, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn al-Husayn (d. 346 AH):

40- The Meadows of Gold and the Mines of Jewels, edited by Yusuf As'ad Daghir,
(Dar al-Hijra Publications, Qom, 1385 AH).

Sheikh Al-Mufid, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Nu'man al-
‘Ukbari al-Baghdadi (d. 413 AH):

41- Al-Ifsah fi Imamah Amir al-Mu'minin (may God be pleased with him), edited by
the Al-Ba'tha Foundation (Dar al-Mufid for Printing and Publishing, Beirut, 1414
AH).

Ibn Manzur, Abu al-Fadl Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Makram al-Ifrigi al-Misri (d.
711 AH):

42- Lisan al-Arab (publishing seminary literature, Qom, 1405 AH).

Anonymous author (d. 11th century):

43- History of the Caliphs (published by Peter Gryazinonj, Moscow, Dar al-l1im
Publishing House, 1418 AH).

Al-Nasa'i, Abu Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu'ayb ibn Ali ibn Bahr (d. 303 AH):

44- Al-Sunan al-Kubra, edited by Abd al-Ghaffar Sulayman and Sayyid Kisrawi
Hasan, (Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyyah, Beirut, 1411 AH).

Yaqut al-Hamawi, Abu Abdullah Yaqut ibn Abdullah Shihab al-Din al-Rumi al-
Baghdadi (d. 626 AH):

45- Mu'jam al-Bilad (Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-'Arabi, Beirut, n.d.).

Al-Ya'qubi, Ahmad ibn Ya'qub ibn Wadih (d. 297 AH):

46- Tarikh al-Ya'qubi (Dar Sadir, Beirut, n.d.).
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Academic Works and Studies), (Al-Yamamah Press Foundation, Riyadh, 1418 AH).
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