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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of intercession (shafa‘a), particularly
the practice of seeking it from the Prophet or the saints after their passing,
in the context of the Salafi accusation that this form of intercession
constitutes “Lordship polytheism.” The Salafi claim rests on three main
premises:

Denial of the effective Barzakh life of the deceased, viewing them
as “inanimate objects” devoid of perception or influence.
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Rejection of their ability to hear supplications absolutely, or restricting it
to a very limited physical range.

Considering death as a cause for the cessation of all action and

impact.
The research adopts an analytical—critical approach to examine these
premises in light of Qur’anic texts, authentic Sunnah, and well-
established historical practices from the era of the Companions and the
imams of the schools. The analysis demonstrates that these premises are
probabilistic, open to refutation, and fail to distinguish between
“independent power,” which constitutes shirk, and ‘“delegated power,”
which God grants to His prophets and saints—firmly established by
definitive texts that affirm Barzakh life, the Prophet’s hearing of
greetings, and reported acts after death such as prayer and seeking
forgiveness.

The study also highlights that a Muslim’s mistaken belief in such
delegated power does not automatically fall into the domain of
polytheism that expels from lIslam, but rather constitutes an error in
understanding or application—a point supported by the Ummah’s
practice of seeking intercession from the prophets on the Day of
Judgment.

It concludes that overextending the application of polytheism
rulings based on unagreed-upon assumptions threatens Muslim unity and
conflates ijtihad-based deviation with outright disbelief. The study calls
for recalibrating the concepts of intercession, power, and tawassul within
the framework of the revealed texts and the objectives of Sharia, in a way
that safeguards both creed and communal cohesion.
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