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Abstract

Mary Ann Shadd Cary is one of the most prominent, yet often
overlooked, Black American activists of the mid-19th century. A fierce
advocate for abolition, immigration, and assimilation, she was the first
Black woman to publish and edit a newspaper and the second Black
woman to become a lawyer. Throughout her life, her radical activism
focused on helping Black Americans and African-Canadians achieve self-
sufficiency, control their own destinies, and equality with whites. During
the Civil War, these goals ultimately led her to join the Union Army, the
all-male unit of Black Americans. Like other free African Americans,
Mary Ann was convinced that African-American men fighting for the
Union would prove their equality with white Americans. She was a
unique figure in the 19th century, determined to express her political
views openly and forcefully without being constrained by the authority of
either Black or white men, or by the conventional language of anti-
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slavery women. In her writing and on stage, she expressed her opinions
without hesitation, employing every possible phrase to her advantage.
Although she sometimes made enemies, the ideas of this cultured and
knowledgeable woman attracted considerable attention.

It is clear that the environment in which Mary Ann Chad Carey
grew up was fraught with sharp social contradictions, where slavery and
racial discrimination prevailed alongside the early beginnings of
liberation and equality movements. This context was not merely an
external framework, but a fundamental factor in shaping her early
consciousness, leading her to embrace social justice as an existential issue
related to human dignity and the right to freedom.
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