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Abstract

This research examines the role of craft and professional
organizations, as well as industries, in stimulating the Arab-Islamic
economy during the Second Abbasid Era, focusing on Irag as a prominent
model of economic and artisanal development. Despite the political
unrest and the decline of central authority during this period, the
economic reality exhibited high resilience; crafts and industries continued
to flourish due to the accumulation of expertise and the expanding
consumption needs of urban society.

The study begins by defining the chronological framework (247—
334 AH / 861-945 AD), an era characterized by the influence of Turkish
leaders and the emergence of independent emirates. The research seeks to
analyze the structure of "craft organizations™ that began to take shape as
the nucleus of what later became known as "guilds™ (Ta'ifas). It clarifies
how these organizations helped regulate the relationship between
professionals and the authority on one hand, and between them and
consumers on the other, through the "Hisba" system.
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Furthermore, the research sheds light on Iraqg, particularly major urban
centers such as Baghdad, Samarra, and Basra, which transformed into
major industrial hubs specializing in textiles, paper, metallurgy, and
ceramics. The study discusses the hypothesis that political deterioration
did not necessarily lead to a comprehensive economic collapse; instead, it
created an environment that allowed local economic forces to drive
production. The paper also addresses the role of "industries” in creating
job opportunities and attracting skilled labor, which contributed to
stabilizing local markets and stimulating domestic and foreign trade via
land and sea routes. The research concludes that professional organization
was the fundamental pillar that maintained the economic balance of the
Abbasid State during its most difficult political circumstances.
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