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Abstarct
Referendum is considered one of the most prominent features of direct
democracy, and it represents a fundamental means through which the people
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express their political will and exercise their freedom of decision-making,
thereby enhancing their active participation in the exercise of sovereignty.
This research examines the origin and development of the referendum within
modern political systems, while outlining its various types, particularly
constitutional, legislative, and political referendums. It also reviews the
essential conditions required to ensure its validity, such as freedom of voting,
clarity of the question, and the presence of guarantees of integrity and
transparency.
The study aims to highlight the importance of the referendum and its role in
consolidating popular sovereignty by analyzing the factors that contribute to its
success and minimizing its drawbacks in practice, in order to achieve the
principle of popular sovereignty effectively. Referendum means the people and
the nation to agree or reject an issue, that is, referendum means to give the
people the opportunity to accept Their views are the approval or rejection of
any general issue, whether the issue in question is legal, constitutional or
political be with yearfault committee head" The purpose of a constitutional
referendum is to present a general issue on a nation, and the people of that
nation to go and decide on it yes or no
The referendum must include two genders; one; It must be a general matter that
relates to all people. The people must express their opinion, whether they agree
or reject it. A referendum is the presentation of laws to the people in
parliament, whether they are accepted or rejected, because the law has
legitimacy completely not until approved by the people In other words, a
referendum is a democratic process or a public vote for all the people of a
particular country or region to ask questions about their views On any sensitive
and complex issue that is of great importance to the people of that country or
region
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Democratic Secession Brooklyn, journal of international law, Vol. 41, No.01, Article 8,
2015.
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2- Clemce Pinaud, South Sudan: Civil War, Preddation and the Making of a Military

Aristocracy, A frican Affair, Vol 113, No. 451, Oxford University, 2014.
Dr. vian Ahmed muhmmad, The Breakeway Regions in Europe (Catalonia
Region as a Model), Midad Al-Adab Refereed Journal, Volume 1, Issue 24,

2021.

Imai Shin, Indignous Self- Determination and the State CLPE Research
Paper, Vol. 04, No.05 ,2008.

J.Connell, The 2020 New Caledonia Referendum: The Slow March to Independence, Journal
of Pacific History, No. 56, Issue. 2, 2021.
6- Joe T.Timmons, The Referendum in Texas on the Ordinance of Scession, February 23,

1861the Vote, East Texas Historical journal, Vol. 11, No.02 ,1973.

7- Josha Craze, Catested Borders: Continuing Tensions over the Sudan- South Sudan

N
I

Ul
1

Border, Small Arms Survey, Geneva, Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies, November 13, 2014.
8-  Micheal Keating, The Scottish Independece Referandum and After, Article,

Reafnum, 21Abril 2015.

9- Paul Cornish, European Security: The End of Architecture and the New NATO,
Internaional Affairs, Vol. 72 , No. 4. October 1996.]

10-Roland Ndille, British and Frenchimplementation of Colonil Educational
Policies in Camroon 1916-1961: A Comparative Anaysis, Journal Educational
Studies, June 2018.

11- Sabrina Ragone, The Catalania Referendum on Independence:
AConstitutional American Society of International Law, Volume 21, Issue 16,

2017.

12- Thomas Musgrave, The Western Australin Secessionist Movement,
Macquarie law journal, Vol. 3, 2003
13- Thomas Y. Patrick,The Zeitgeist of Secession A mdist the March

Towards Unification : Scotland,Catalonia, and the Future of the Euerpean
Union, Bosten College International and Comparative Law Review, Volume

39, Issue 1, 5 April 2016.
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First: The Holy Quran:

1- Surat An-Nisa, verse 127.

2- Surat Yusuf, verse 43.

Duo: name and style academic:

Eik: In my Kurdish time

- Fouad Jassim lIbrahim, Shikardna and the Strategy of the Tutarla of Tutara, Kanye Saruki,
Harimi Kurdistan, “Masoud Barzani” (Riverandomey Sarba Khoi Be Nammouna), Nammi
Master, Kolidhi Tharwaarda Banarati, Zankoye Salahaddin, Howler, 2020.

Duo: In my old time, my father:

1- Ibrahim Ali Crow, the principle of the right of peoples to self-determination and
referendum, Iraqi Kurdistan as a model, unpublished master’s thesis, submitted to the Council
of the College of Law and Politics, Saladin University, Erbil, 2006.

2- Islam Muhammad Abdul-Munim, A History of Australia from the Mid-Nineteenth Century
to the End of World War 1 (1850-1918), Unpublished Master's Thesis, Faculty of Arts,
Alexandria University, 2017.

3- Baidaa Abdul-Jawad Muhammad Tawfiq Al-Abbasi, The Popular Referendum and Some
Contemporary Applications, Unpublished Master's Thesis, submitted to the Council of the
College of Law, University of Mosul, 2003.

4- Haider Abbas Jassas, The Powers of the Head of State in a Mixed Political System,
Unpublished Master's Thesis, College of Political Science, Al-Mustansiriya University, 2015.

5- Dr. Suleiman Saleh Al-Ghawil, The Right of Individuals to Participate in Public Affairs: A
Legal Study in Light of Libyan Legislation, Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Faculty of
Law, Alexandria University, 1996. 6- Sadiq Abdulrahman Hassan, The Exercise of the Right
to Self-Determination in Light of the Rules of International Humanitarian Law, Unpublished
Master's Thesis, College of Law and Politics, University of Duhok, 2009.

7- Tariq Badi Al-Tarawneh, The Role of NATO in the Stability of the Balkan States (Kosovo:
A Case Study) (1989-2011), Unpublished Master's Thesis, College of Political Science,
Middle East University, Amman, 2012.

8- Lami Ali Faraj Al-Dhaheri, Semi-Direct Democracy and its Application in Some
Contemporary Constitutions, Unpublished Master's Thesis, College of Law, University of
Baghdad, 2001.

[Unintelligible Arabic text: "See: Thartok B Zamanya Aaraby:

1- Abu Al-Hussein Ahmad Ibn Faris Ibn Zakariya, Mu'jam Magayis Al-Lughah, edited by:
Abd Al-Salam Muhammad Haroun, Dar Al-Fikr, vol. 4, (Cairo: 2007)."] 2- Ahmed Makki
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Muhammad, Demographics and Geography of South Sudan, Sudanese Studies Center,
(Khartoum: 2003).

3- Branka Magas, The Destruction of Yugoslavia: Tracing its Collapse (1980-1992),
translated by Mona Abdel-Zaher, (Cairo: 2000).

4- Dr. Muhammad Hamdallah Abdel-Hafiz Abdel-Jalil, Monitoring the Referendum on the
Self-Determination of South Sudan, Al-Rased Center for Political and Strategic Studies and

the Sudanese Association for Political Science, (Khartoum: 2010).

5- Dr. Ihsan Al-Mufarji et al., General Theory of Constitutional Law and the Constitutional
System in Iraq, Legal Library, (Baghdad: 2009).

6- Dr. Edmond Rabbath, The Intermediate in General Constitutional Law, Dar Al-lIm Lil-
Malayin, (Beirut: 1921).

7- Dr. Ismail al-Ghazal, Constitutional Law and Political Systems, Dar al-Thagafa, (Beirut:
1982).

8- Dr. Pishtiwan Sadig, Towards Establishing a State of Kurdistan, Dar Aras, (Erbil: 2013).

9- Dr. Tharwat Badawi, The Arab Constitutional System, Dar al-Nahda al-Arabiya, (Cairo:
1963).

10- Dr. Jaber Jad Nassar, Popular Referendum and Democracy, Dar al-Nahda al-Arabiya,
(Cairo: 1993).

11- Dr. George Shafig Sari, The Foundations and General Principles of Political Systems and
the Pillars of Political Organization, Dar al-Fikr al-Jami'i, (Beirut: 1997).

12- Dr. Hossam Ahmed Muhammad Hindawi, Public International Law and the Protection of
Minority Rights, Dar al-Nadhir, (Cairo: 1992).

13- Dr. Salem Al-Kaswani, Principles of Constitutional Law with an Analytical Study of the
Jordanian Constitutional System, Al-Kaswani Press, (Amman: 1983).

14- Dr. Sam Suleiman Dallah, Principles of Constitutional Law and Political Systems,
University Publications, (Aleppo: 2005).

15- Dr. Sami Jamal Al-Din, Political Systems and Constitutional Law, Dar Al-Nahda Al-
Arabiya, (Cairo: 2005).

16- Dr. Sabai Sidi Abdelkader, The Algerian Revolution 1945-1962, Revolution Publications,
(Algeria: 2012).
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17- Dr. Saad Asfour, Constitutional Law, Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya, Part One, (Cairo: 1954).

18- Dr. Suleiman Muhammad Al-Tamawi, The Three Branches of Government in Arab
Constitutions, Dar Al-Fikr Al-Arabi, (Cairo: 1999).

19- Dr. Shamran Hammadi, Political Systems, National Printing and Publishing Company,
(Baghdad: 1975).

20- Dr. Abdul Ghani Basyouni Abdullah, Constitutional Law: General Principles - The
Lebanese Constitution, University Press, (Beirut: 1987).

21- Dr. Abdul Hamid Metwally et al., Constitutional Law and Political Systems, Dar Al-
Maaref, (Alexandria: n.d.).

22- Dr. Othman Khalil Othman, General Constitutional Principles, Arab Thought House,
(n.p.: 1955).

23- Dr. Majid Ragheb Al-Helou, Popular Referendum between Positive Systems and Islamic
Law, Al-Manar Islamic Library, (Cairo: 1983).

24- Dr. Majid Ragheb Al-Helou, Popular Referendum and Islamic Law, University Press,
(Beirut: 1983).

25- Dr. 26. Mohsen Khalil, Constitutional Law and Political Systems, Dar al-Nahda al-
Arabiya (Cairo: 1987).

27. Dr. Muhammad Qadri Hassan, Referendum and the Egyptian Constitutional System,
Faculty of Law Library (Cairo: 1991).

28. Dr. Mahmoud Atef al-Banna, A Concise Guide to Political Systems, Dar al-Nahda al-
Arabiya (Cairo: 1988).

29. Dr. Mahmoud Muhammad Khalaf and Dr. Amjad Misbah Issa, Democracy in
Switzerland: An Analytical Study of the Foundations of Democratic Governance, Dar al-
Jamahiriya for Publishing (Tripoli: 1996).

30. Daoud Barakat, Egyptian Sudan and the Ambitions of British Policy, Hindawi Foundation
for Education (Cairo: 2012).

31. Sir James Robertson, Sudan from Direct British Rule to the Dawn of Independence,
translated by Mustafa Abdeen al-Khanji, Dar al-Jeel (Beirut: 1996).
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32. 31- Abdul-Majid Muhammad Ali Bob, South Sudan: The Debate on Unity and Secession,
Dar Azza Publishing House, (Khartoum: 2010).

Ali Osman Mohammed Taha and Dr. John Qarnag Mabiur, Comprehensive Peace Agreement
between the Government of the Republic of Sudan and the People's Movement for the
Liberation of Sudan, (Nairobi: 2005).

Four: Books in Kurdish:

1- Dluzan Ramazan, Independence Referendum of Peoples in the Perspective of International
Law, (Erbil: 2020).

2- Hazar Jawhar Agha, Referendum and Referendum in Kurdistan, (Erbil: 2017).

3- Osman Ali Waisi, A Legal Analysis of the Referendum and Confederation, (Erbil: 2017).

3: Book in English:

1- A. Hudson and Sandr W.Meditz, Uruguay Country Study, Washington,1990.

2- Alan Fyfe, The Devil's Hole in the North Sea, Autumn,

3- Alan Whsall, A Northern Ireland Border Poll, London,

4- Anastazia Marinzel, Catalonia: The Quest for Independence from Spain, John Cayroll
University, Spring

5- Christine O’ Neill, The Scottish Independence Referendum: AConstitutional Perspective,
Edinburgh, 2015.

6- David Torrance, Scottish Independence Referendum: Legal Issues, London, 2024.

7- EberhardKolb, The Weimar Republic, London, 2005.

8- EliseC.Otte, Denmark and Iceland, London,

9- John Hill Burton, The History of Scotland, London, 2001.

10- Julian Cassanova, The Spanish Republic and Civil War, New York,

11- M.W.Daly, A History of South Sudan, From Slavery to Independence, NewYork,

12- Matt Qvortrap, Voting on Independence and National Issues a Historical and Comparative
Study of Referendums on Self- Determination and Secession, WWW.revues.org.

13- Paul Bowers. The Commonwealth, Research Paper, International Affairs and Defense
Section, Houseof CommonsLibrary, 29 April 1997.

14- Penny Fielding, Scotland and the Fictions of Geography, North Britain 1760- 1830,
Cambridge, 2008.

Six: Scientific Research:

< :<b Arabic:

1- Ahmed Diab, Kosovo Independence: Regional and International Positions, International
Politics Magazine, No. 172, Cairo, April

2- Ahmad Abdulamir Al-Anbari, Conflict in South Sudan, Causes and Consequences, Journal
of the Faculty of Law for Legal and Political Sciences, Volume 9, Number 33, Kirkuk,
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3- Bin Omar Yassin, The Right of Determination and the Right of Secession in Contemporary
International Law, Journal of Legal and Political Sciences, No. 12, Diyala University,

4- Bin Omar Yassin, The Right of Determination and the Right of Secession in Contemporary
International Law, Journal of Legal and Political Sciences, No. 12, Diyala University,

5- Dr. Mohammed Hamdollah Abdul Hafiz Abdul Jalil, South Sudan State Lecturer, Al-
Rassed Center for Political and Strategic Studies and Sudanese Society of Sciences Politics,
(Khartoum: 2010).

6- Dr. Mohammed Hamdollah Abdul Hafiz Abdul Jalil, South Sudan State Lecturer, Al-
Rassed Center for Political and Strategic Studies and Sudanese Society of Sciences Politics,
(Khartoum: 2010).

7- Dr. Ahmad Mohammed Mar'i Abdul Alim, Questions on the Right in the Speech of the
Case, Ruh al-Qawain Magazine, No. 97, Tanta University, January

8- Dr. Ahmad Mohammed Mar'i Abdul Alim, Questions on the Right in the Speech of the
Case, Ruh al-Qawain Magazine, No. 97, Tanta University, January

9- Dr. Hussam Ahmed Mohammed Handawi, General International Law and the Protection of
Minority Rights, Dar Al-Nadir, (Cairo: 1992).

10- Dr. Hussam Ahmed Mohammed Handawi, General International Law and the Protection
of Minority Rights, Dar Al-Nadir, (Cairo: 1992).

11- Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-Yousef, International Security Council: Legal Legal
Studies, Journal of the Faculty of Sharia and Law, No. 25, Cairo, Sanaa

12- Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al-Yousef, International Security Council: Legal Legal
Studies, Journal of the Faculty of Sharia and Law, No. 25, Cairo, Sanaa

13- Dr. Abdullah al-Ash'al, Legal and Political Claims for Kosovo Independence, Journal of
International Politics, No. 172, Cairo, April

14- Dr. Adi Faleh Hussein, Cultural Decentralization and Separatist Campaigns in Spain,
"Catalonia Region: A Case Study", Imam Al-Kazim College Magazine, Volume 5, No Al-
Thalith, Baghdad, 2021.

15- Dr. Laith Zanoon Younis, People's Referendums and Their Impact on People's
Sovereignty, Al-Rafdin Law Magazine, No. 70, Volume 20, Sunnah 22, (Mosul: 2013).

16- Dr. Maria Hassan Maghnaz al-Tamimi, Union between the Kingdoms of England and
Scotland General 1707, Journal of Literature, Volume 3, Number 143, Baghdad, December
17- Dr. Hind Mahrous Mohammed, Dr. Sobhi Qansowa and Dr. Bassem Rizq, Foreign
Military Presence in Djibouti and International Legal Standards, Journal of African Studies,
Volume 43, Number 2, Cairo, June

18- Dr. Ahmad Daoud Hamid Al-Issawi, Kosovo Independence: Geostrategic Change in
International Politics, Journal of Anbar University of Humanities, First Issue, Ramadi,

19- Dr. Ahmad Tarig Yasin Al-Mowli, Minorities and the Right to State the Consequences
According to the Rules of International Law, Journal of Legal and Political Sciences, First
Issue, Diyala University,

20- Dr. Ahmad Tariqg Yasin Al-Mowli, Minorities and the Right to State the Consequences
According to the Rules of International Law, Journal of Legal and Political Sciences, First
Issue, Diyala University,

21- Talib Hussein Hafez, Kosovo Independence and the End of the Struggle with Yugoslavia,
Journal of the Faculty of Arts, No. 98, Baghdad University,

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue :5
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)

4@%{8_@ 1 aaall/ VY slaoll ¥ ¥% dailuws¥l Skl ysll Juls 3450 dlao @——8}%}{}9

§vVY



@@ﬂé,@swuhu;wwmum‘m@
N - A

22- Taiba Khalaf Abdullah and Wasila Talal Yasin, The Problem of the Indian Emirates and
Its Impact on the Course of Indian-Pakistani Relations 1947-1948, Zakho University
Magazine, Volume 1, Issue 1, Zakho, 8 September

24- Muhammad Abdul Rahman Al-Jawhari, The Future of Kosovo Between Serbian Desires
and International Contradictions, International Politics Journal, Issue 168, Cairo, April 2007.

25- Nabhan Wazir Mahmoud, Internal Conflicts in Sudan and the 1972 Addis Ababa
Agreement, Kirkuk University Journal, Volume 18, Issue 2, 2023.

26- Najah Salim Aido and Safwan Nazim Dawood, The Political Situation During the Second
Spanish Republic (1931-1936), Al-Rafidain Arts Journal, Year 53, Issue 92, March 2023.

Two: In English:

1- Benjamin Levites, The Scottish Independence Referendum and the Prencipical of
Democratic Secession Brooklyn, Journal of International Law, Vol. 41, No.01, Article 8,
2015.

2- Clemce Pinaud, South Sudan: Civil War, Predation and the Making of a Military
Avristocracy, A African Affair, Vol 113, No. 451, Oxford University, 2014.

3- Dr. Vian Ahmed muhmmad, The Breakeway Regions in Europe (Catalonia Region as a
Model), Midad Al-Adab Refereed Journal, VVolume 1, Issue 24, 2021.

4- Imai Shin, Indignous Self-Determination and the State CLPE Research Paper, VVol. 04, No.
05, 2008.

5- J.Connell, The 2020 New Caledonia Referendum: The Slow March to Independence,
Journal of Pacific History, No. 56, Issue. 2, 2021.

6- Joe T.Timmons, The Referendum in Texas on the Ordinance of Scession, February 23,
1861the Vote, East Texas Historical journal, Vol. 11, No. 02, 1973.

7- Josha Craze, Catested Borders: Continuing Tensions over the Sudan- South Sudan Border,
Small Arms Survey, Geneva, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies,
November 13, 2014.

8- Micheal Keating, The Scottish Independence Referandum and After, Article, Reafnum, 21
April 2015.

9- Paul Cornish, European Security: The End of Architecture and the New NATO,
International Affairs, Vol. 72, No. 4. October 1996.

10- Roland Ndille, British and French implementation of Colonial Educational Policies in
Cameroon 1916-1961: A Comparative Anaysis, Journal Educational Studies, June 2018.

11- Sabrina Ragone, The Catalania Referendum on Independence: AConstitutional American
Society of International Law, Volume 21, Issue 16, 2017.

12- Thomas Musgrave, The Western Australian Secessionist Movement, Macquarie law
journal, Vol. 3, 2003

13- Thomas Y. Patrick, The Zeitgeist of Secession: A Study of the March Towards
Unification: Scotland, Catalonia, and the Future of the European Union, Boston College
International and Comparative Law Review, Volume 39, Issue 1, 5 April 2016.
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Note: Constitution:
- The Spanish Constitution of 1978, including amendments up to 2011.
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