Loalpad) (AU 7 ladal) Cp 3gaal) %g
/4
48 gl ple ssile (e (@l Jalad (B pualaal) Gl (8 Adpaal) el

’3 G
ol il el i

Lulpad) (BHADBUY 7 ladal) G agaal)
glaia¥) ale jgliia (e @il Julad cbpualaall (i) (A Lsal) el

2& pedSKS () Cpen )y 98 s
A all 5085 4S (Ailady) dalll aud e ¢ galall Cinlly el aidall 315
Ghall (S edal ¢l Sl Aasla Ghad) eda)l [ Oleas Anals iy 2olisa
rebin.omer@su.edu.krd sherko.hawramiVi@gmail.com

Ale Hidaa Lo lau
g Aelall Appnal) eyl 335
PPN TP EPRTPI NN
is;nailasmrM@qmail.com

b lia A5a cyaall Jadl sl g5 bl DADY diud) el dalide) clals))
(CDA) sl sl (atll e yualadl

Gl (bl i

C\A.AY\ O dgaal) calue ladas d..j.cl.a.u;\ ¢ s eAASS Gy ¢ Ol Sl (opaa
e plaie e oyt dulad yaalial) gl o8 Al cllealiiadad) B,
Clraaedle YTraladll Y o YT Gl Al cluhyall (B S ya d;act\-u;‘}“

cillal) 598l o)y £ Liall dady caga gade gsiball Jpagll g8 ¢ diadd) 13a
duayd) Jraad (A Jadd =i (Creative Commons Attribution ) il
o daaa 5L AL a9 ccitgall L) Jand) ool dasdi 0 AY) g 43S )Ly

Agylad (ale Y daladi

QKX%S—@ % aaall/ V% slaoll ¥ ¥% dailuwstl Skl yall Juls 34 50 dlao %—g}%g}&

Registered (& 4l Indexed (& 4usgda
ROAD IASJ

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue : 6
Yvoy (ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)


mailto:ismailasmr86@gmail.com
mailto:rebin.omer@su.edu.krd
mailto:rebin.omer@su.edu.krd
mailto:sherko.hawrami76@gmail.com

Loulpad) (AU 7 laial¥) Cya 3gaal) o
A
(@ glaia¥) ale jghia (pa gyl Jalad (B palaall Gl (A Apaal) Ciljledl)

The Boundary Between Protest and Political Immorality: Offensive
Slogans in Contemporary Iran

Sherko Sardar Hussein Rebin Kakam Omar
Ministry of Higher Department of English
Education and Scientific Language, Shaglawa
Research, Assistant College of Education,
Lecturer (Contract), Cihan Salahaddin University,
University/Erbil, Iraq Erbil, Kurdistan, Iraq.

Ismail Hamakhan Abdullah
Ministry of Education, General
Directorate of Education of
Halabja al-Shaheed, Social
Researcher

Keywords : Taboo-breaking slogans, political immorality, desacralization,
Generation Z, Jina Movement, contemporary Iran, Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA).

How To Cite This Article

Hussein, Sherko Sardar , Rebin Kakam Omar, Ismail Hamakhan
Abdullah, The Boundary Between Protest and Political Immorality:
Offensive Slogans in Contemporary Iran,Journal Of Babylon Center For
Humanities Studies, june 2026,Volume:16,Issue 6.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

EY MG MD

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

Abstract

This study presents a critical socio-political analysis of the
discursive shifts in the language of protest in contemporary Iran, with a
specific focus on the dynamics of the "Woman, Life, Freedom"
movement of 2022. The central problem of this research concerns the
emergence of "taboo-breaking slogans” as a novel form of political
contestation, wherein traditional boundaries of "public morality” and
"state sanctity" are transgressed. The primary objective is to analyze the
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ambiguous space between the exercise of the legitimate right to protest
and the state's counter-discourse, which frames these linguistic shifts as
"norm-defiance and political immorality." Methodologically, the study
employs Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Theoretically, it draws upon
Mikhail Bakhtin's concept of the "Carnivalesque” to understand the
subversion of sacred hierarchies, James C. Scott's "Weapons of the
Weak," and Slavoj Zizek's perspectives on "structural violence."
Furthermore, Norman Fairclough's three-dimensional model is utilized as
the analytical framework, encompassing text analysis, discursive practice,
and social practice.

The findings indicate that the recourse of protesters—particularly
Generation Z as a pivotal actor—to radical and abrasive language
constitutes a political strategy for "desacralization" and the dismantling of
the symbolic hegemony the state has constructed under the guise of
religion and morality. The study suggests that the state utilizes the
concept of "morality" as a mechanism for social control and a tool for
legitimizing physical violence. Conversely, the protesters redefine
"political profanity" as a form of "legitimate linguistic violence" in
response to the systematic violence of the establishment. Additionally,
digital spaces and "political memes" have played a fundamental role in
transitioning this language from the private to the public sphere, forging a
new political identity. Ultimately, the research concludes that the
intensifying radicalism in slogans reflects the dissolution of the "social
contract” and the collapse of the moral agreement between society and
the system. This discursive shift signals a transition from reformism
toward political radicalism and a total rejection of the state's cultural
hegemony, where "language" serves as the final bastion of resistance and
a tool for symbolic liberation.
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