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Abstract

The science of Pause and Initiation (al-Waqf wa al-/btida’) is a
cornerstone of Quranic linguistic studies due to its intricate intersection of
grammatical structure and contextual semantics. It provides
methodological mechanisms that assist in demarcating sentence
boundaries, elucidating their interrelations, and exploring semantic
trajectories within the Quranic context. Despite the extensive efforts by
scholars to codify this science, numerous applications within exegesis
(Tafsir) still require semantic treatment to uncover the specific
methodologies of commentators and the impact of pausing on directing
meaning. In this framework, the Tafsir of Abu al-Nu’man Bashir al-
Zaynabi al-Tabrizi occupies a significant epistemological position, as his
writings highlight a precise approach to classifying pauses and linking
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them to both grammatical construction and semantic extension within the
verse.

The problem of this research is identified in the absence of a
systematic semantic study of the types of pause in Al-Tabrizi’s
exegesis—one that illustrates his classificatory foundations and reveals
the impact of pause in achieving semantic coherence within the Quranic
context. Consequently, the research questions focus on the types of pause
presented by Al-Tabrizi and the features of his exegetical methodology
revealed through his treatment of pause. The importance of this study
stems from highlighting the efforts of an exegete who has not received
adequate scholarly attention, clarifying the link between pause and
meaning in his work, and addressing the scarcity of specialized studies on
Al-Tabrizi’s approach.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by
collecting, classifying, and analyzing pause-related texts in light of
semantics and context. The research plan is structured into five sequential
sections: the first deals with the Complete Pause (al-Waqgf al-7amm) and
its semantic implications; the second addresses the Sufficient Pause (al-
Wagqf al-Kafi), which achieves semantic independence while maintaining
a verbal connection; the third examines the Good Pause (al-Wagf al-
Hasan), associated with complete meaning but ongoing context; the
fourth is dedicated to the Likely Pause (al-Waqf al-Salik), which balances
the permissibility of pausing with the preference for continuation; and the
fifth concludes with the Permissible Pause (al-Waqgf al-Ja’iz) and its
inherent semantic diversity that does not disrupt the context. This is
followed by a presentation of the most prominent results.
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