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Abstract

This study examines the future of Japan’s role in Pacific security
through an analysis of the transformations in Japanese military doctrine
and its gradual shift from the traditional concept of “defense” toward an
approach closer to “active deterrence.” The importance of the topic lies in
the fact that Japan represents one of the pivotal powers in East Asia, and
that its security and military transformation affects not only its internal
strategic structure, but also the broader security balances in the Asia-
Pacific region, especially amid the growing international and regional
competition in this vital area. The research aims to identify the historical
and constitutional foundations that governed Japanese military doctrine
after the Second World War, and to reveal the most significant regional
and international variables that pushed Japan to reconsider its traditional
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security philosophy. The study finds that this transformation was not
merely the product of an internal dynamic, but rather a response to a set
of structural shifts in the regional environment, most notably China’s rise,
the growing centrality of the Taiwan issue, the continuing North Korean
threat, the evolving nature of the Japan-US alliance, and the expansion of
the Indo-Pacific concept as a new strategic framework. The study also
demonstrates that Japan has not completely abandoned the philosophy of
defense that shaped its security policy for decades; rather, it has moved
toward reinterpreting and broadening that philosophy in a way that allows
it to play a more effective regional security role. In light of the analysis of
future scenarios, the research concludes that the most likely path is
Japan’s continued adoption of a model of “restrained expansion inclined
toward active deterrence.” This model combines the development of
military and technological capabilities, the strengthening of security
alliances, and the expansion of regional presence, while remaining within
limits imposed by constitutional constraints, political considerations, and
historical sensitivities. Accordingly, Japan’s future role in Pacific security
is likely to become more visible and influential, without amounting to a
complete break with the defensive legacy of the post-World War 11 era.
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Fifth: Foreign Sources:

1- Hughes, Christopher W. Japan’s Foreign and Security Policy under the Abe
Doctrine: New Dangers and Opportunities. London: Routledge, 2024.

2- Adachi, Yoshimasa. “Japan’s Strategic Autonomy and Indispensability in an Era of
Uncertainty.” Strategic Outlook 2026. Tokyo: The Japan Institute of International
Affairs, 2026.
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