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Abstract:

The Sino-Vietnamese War broke out on February 17, 1979 as a
result of a combination of factors, including border disputes, the
expulsion of the Chinese minority from Vietnam, and the growing Soviet
role in Vietnam, which angered China, in addition to Vietnam’s invasion
of Cambodia in December 1978. The war had major regional and
international repercussions that occupied world public opinion. The
United States was at the forefront of countries that began to show great
interest in the course of the Sino-Vietnamese War. The American
position was characterized by duality. At the same time that it called for a
ceasefire and made strenuous efforts to convene sessions of the UN
Security Council to discuss ways to end the war, the United States was
providing secret intelligence support to China about the movements and
deployment of Soviet forces in the region in anticipation of a possible
Soviet intervention to support its ally Vietnam. This position exposed it to
widespread criticism from the Soviet Union and affected the nature of
relations between Washington and Moscow. One of the reasons for the
United States' inclination towards China in its war against Vietnam was
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the strong relations that brought together Washington and Beijing before
the outbreak of the Sino-Vietnamese War.
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