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Summary

The environmental distribution of the population in Kafri District for the
period between 1977 and 2019 is one of the main pillars of the subject of
population geography, as it illustrates the relationship between the
population and their place of residence. This study attempts to shed light
on the changes that occurred in the district's population, as well as to
identify and analyze the factors behind these changes. Given the
importance of the topic and the influence of the study area (Kafri
District), which borders areas under the control of the Iragi government,
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political factors have historically played a role in the environmental
distribution of the population in Kafri District, because any political and
military instability had an impact on the study area. For example, in 1987,
at the start of the Anfal campaigns by the Baath regime, most villages
were destroyed, and their inhabitants were forcibly relocated to collective
settlements.

The aim of the study lies in showing the variation in the environmental
distribution of the population of Kafri District, clarifying the role of
various factors, whether natural or human, in the district, as well as the
environmental changes, and presenting these changes through maps,
Images, and tables in order to reach the study's conclusions. Additionally,
it aims to achieve balance in the environmental distribution of the
population in the district so that officials can benefit from it when
developing any plan aimed at developing, revitalizing, and advancing the
area.

Every scientific research requires multiple methodologies, so in this
study, | used the (analytical and comparative) methodology. This study
reached several conclusions, including the change in the proportion of
urban population in Kafri district, where the urban population percentage
in 1977 was 33% of the total district population. However, this
percentage rose in 2019 to 66%, because Kafri district serves as a center
for most diverse services, which is considered a major factor in
attractingpeople.

The rural population declined during the study period, with the rural
population percentage in 1977 being 67%, but this percentage decreased
significantly in 2019 to 34% due to the political situation in the region
and the relocation of its residents to forced settlements.

The distribution of urban and rural populations varied between
administrative units. In 1977, the population of the central subdistrict
accounted for 92% of the total urban population in the subdistrict, while
the rural population was 8%, resulting in an 84% difference, which is
substantial. Similarly, in 2019, the urban population reached 98%,
whereas the rural population was 2%, making the difference 96%, which
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Is a high percentage. This is due to the migration of people from villages
to administrative units.

Population change indicators differ between urban and rural areas from
year to year, with this variation being greater in rural areas than in urban
areas. It is also observed that change indicators in urban areas always
represent a set of positive values, whereas in rural areas they were
negative values, reaching 79.2 people during the study years (1977-2019).
In urban areas, this rises to 602.8 people, then decreases in rural areas to
reach -523 people. More clearly, the extent of variation between
population growth index values at the level of the district population in
general, and in urban and rural areas in particular, can be expressed
through population change ratio indicators. The percentage change in the
district population during the study years was 61.2%, the percentage
change in the urban population was 152.6%, while in rural areas this
percentage reached 53-%.
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List of sources:
Kurdish / Master's and Doctoral Thesis:
. Sofi, Mohammed Saeed, 2003, Kirkuk in the racial cleansing, Barham
Printing House, without year of publication, Sulaimani.
.YShuani, Mohammed, 2013 Population Anthropology, First Edition,
Awir Printing House, Erbil.
.YHama, Sarwa Jalal, 2011, Geographical Analysis of Population
Distribution in Sharbazher District, Master's Thesis (Unpublished)
Sulaimani University, College of Humanities, Department of Geography.
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.£Aziz, Sohil Khurshid, 2019, Economy of Kufri Region from Rise to
Decline, First Edition, (Without Place of Publication): World Cooperation
Organization.

.°Hama, Sarwa Jalal, 2019, Population Change in Sulaimani Province
between 1977-2012, A Study in Population Geography, PhD Thesis
(Unpublished), Sulaimani University, College of Humanities.

Arabic / Book:

.VAI-Duri, Munib Mash'an Ahmad, 2004, Country Jurisdiction, Study in
Geography of Skan, Master's Thesis, (Unpublished) Tikrit University,
Faculty of Education.

.YAtwi, Abdullah, 2011, Geography of Scan, Dar al-Nahdha al-Arabiya
Publishing House, Beirut, without a year of publication.
Interviews:

.AResearcher's interview with Mr. (Sahr Ali Jassim) current governor of
Kufri district, on 10/4/2

Alnterview with Mr. (Aziz Mohammed Abdullah) Director of Awaspi
District on 5/1/2

.Y «Interview with Mr. (Jalil Rauf Rashid) known as Jalil Koxi on 1/4/2
.V Interview with Mr. (Mohammed Karim Mohammed) Commander of
Brigade (22) Division (4) on 1/12/2
Source: Researcher's work based on_:

-VCentral Statistical Agency, General Population Census Results 1977,
previous source, p.

-YCentral Statistical Agency, General Population Census Results for
1987, previous source, pp. 1-2

~-YSulaimani Statistics Directorate, Moshrat Al-Sakaniya, Buni Al-
Khdmiya and Artkari for the Kurdistan Region of Irag, 2002, previous
sources, (without page numbers.(

-¢Kurdistan Regional Government, Ministry of Planning, Regional
Statistical Board, Sulaimani Statistical Directorate, Forecast data for the
population of Kufri district, 2019, (unpublished data.(
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