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Abstract

This study examines the role of major powers in shaping the
international system after the end of the Cold War. It analyzes the
structural transformations that have affected the global distribution of
power since the collapse of bipolarity and the rise of American
unipolarity, leading to the current signs of an emerging multipolar order.
The study is based on the assumption that the contemporary international
system is no longer shaped solely by traditional military power, but rather
by a complex interaction of economic, technological, cyber, institutional,
and geopolitical capabilities. It focuses on the roles of the United States,
China, and Russia as the most influential powers in redistributing power
and influence in the contemporary international environment.
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The study also discusses the main challenges facing the stability of the
international system, including the return of geopolitical conflicts, the
declining effectiveness of international institutions, the rise of cyber
threats, resource competition, and climate change as an emerging security
threat. At the same time, the study argues that these transformations do
not only produce conflict, but also create strategic opportunities for
rebuilding the international system on more balanced foundations. These
opportunities include the democratization of international relations, the
rise of economic blocs, the reform of international institutions, and
enhanced cooperation in addressing transnational threats. The study
concludes that the future of the international system will depend on the
ability of major powers to manage competition within stable rules and to
transform multipolarity from a source of disorder into a more flexible
framework for cooperation and stability.
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