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Abstract

The United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) signifies a
critical juncture in the legal, political, and institutional development of
post-2003 Iraq. Founded in 2003 pursuant to United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1500, UNAMI undertook a diverse array of functions,
including political facilitation, electoral assistance, human rights
oversight, humanitarian coordination, and support for the rule of law. The
progressive reduction and ultimate cessation signify changing evaluations
of Iraq's sovereignty, stability, and competence for self-governance. The
ending of UNAMI’s mandate presents intricate legal ramifications that
transcend mere administrative closure, involving matters of international
accountability, state sovereignty, human rights safeguarding, and the
shifting character of UN peacekeeping and support operations.

The article further contextualises the conclusion of UNAMI within Iraq's
own legal framework. It analyses the impact of the departure on
constitutional government, the rule of law, and Iraq's adherence to
international human rights accords. The study indicates that the cessation
of UNAMI’s advising and monitoring roles intensifies pressure on local
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institutions that may be deficient in independence or capability. The
paper examines whether other international mechanisms—such as treaty
organisations, regional arrangements, or ad hoc monitoring
frameworks—can adequately replace the mission's job without violating
sovereignty.
The study contends that the conclusion of UNAMI should not be
perceived only as an indicator of success or failure, but rather as a
significant legal turning point that exposes persistent deficiencies in the
international legal framework governing post-conflict aid. It necessitates
more explicit legal frameworks for mission termination, improved
accountability systems, and a reassessment of the link between
international assistance and local responsibility. This essay utilises Iraq as
a case study to enhance discussions on the future of UN aid missions and
the function of international law in facilitating transitions from
international oversight to complete national ownership.
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1. Introduction
We approach the next potentially pivotal step on lIrag's "road to
sovereignty and self-reliance," cobwebs clear quickly enough for us to
reassess upon what legal foundations or structures it will rest. In turn, the
effect of this trend on how and at what level regional organizations can
play a role in inclusive and cooperative governance forms empowering
local communities is something for the international community itself to
think about - no less now that UNAMI is being pulled out. They need to
be constructivist; they have to understand Iraq’s socio-political context,
and for instance advocate on behalf of the Arab League. In addition,
promoting serves to develop a hybrid legal theory of sovereignty that
accepts in tandem the authority of states and their subjects (domestic and
international) under law that enables intervention on both juridical and
ethical grounds. Post-UNAMI Iraq is not a straightforward context, and
international legal paradigms frame the actions of regional and
international parties interested in contributing to peace over the medium
term. The UN peacekeeping reform agenda provides an opening for a
more cohesive and integrated approach which relates peacebuilding,
human rights and development to each other with expanded appreciation
of their interdependence in the context of post-conflict. It requires
reconsidering how the parties in the region engage with the United
Nations to strategize and plan, not least for Irag now but also for inclusive
governance and protecting particularly vulnerable populations. Moreover,
the experience of past peacekeeping missions highlights the importance
of stronger legal and operational guidance to safeguard the right to self-
determination in order to minimise risks of unilateral military or political
action and forestall any further escalation of conflict (Alishahi et al.
2019). Moreover, non-state actors need to be further analysed within
humanitarian policy and intervention frameworks — how were they
involved in the past, what have been their questionable legitimacy/
accountability/accountability etc. As Iraq embarks on this new chapter, it
is essential to explore how NGOs can contribute to the development of
legal frameworks that respect both humanitarian imperatives and state
sovereignty, reinforcing the need for a collaborative approach that
incorporates diverse perspectives in post-conflict governance. Ultimately,
the commitment to a legally grounded and cooperative strategy will be
fundamental in shaping a stable and resilient Iraq, setting a precedent for
future international engagements in similarly complex environments
(Lohiya, 2025).
1.10verview of UNAMI and Its Mandate
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The international community must contemplate the ramifications of
UNAMI's decision and the possibility of regional organisations, like the
Arab League, assuming a more assertive role in influencing Iraq's post-
conflict environment. This transition may promote a cooperative
governance model that prioritises local autonomy and responds to the
distinct socio-political dynamics of the region, thereby reducing the
dangers linked to unilateral interventions that have traditionally resulted
in instability. The evolving doctrine of Responsibility to Protect (R2P)
underscores the necessity for a balanced framework that respects state
sovereignty while prioritising humanitarian needs, ensuring that
interventions adhere to both legal and ethical imperatives (Hensley, Greer
and Fischer, 2024). By analysing previous interventions and prioritising
multilateral collaboration, the international community may facilitate
more effective and lawful responses to humanitarian crises, therefore
strengthening the ideals of self-determination and lasting peace in Iraq
and beyond.

As the international community addresses the intricacies of post-UNAMI
Iraq, it is essential to evaluate the influence of international legal
frameworks on the conduct of regional and global entities in the quest for
durable peace. The developing notion of 'lasting peace,' as defined by the
United Nations, underscores the necessity for a comprehensive strategy
that amalgamates peacebuilding, human rights, and development, hence
strengthening the interrelation of these components in post-conflict
contexts (Carletti, 2020). The post-UNAMI context requires a thorough
assessment of the influence of non-governmental organisations (NGOs)
on humanitarian policy and intervention frameworks, alongside the
promotion of inclusive governance. Non-governmental organisations
have traditionally led efforts to meet urgent humanitarian needs;
nevertheless, their impact on the legal and political discussions around
interventions is still little examined. The 2003 invasion in Iraq
demonstrates that NGOs may profoundly influence perceptions of
legitimacy and accountability, since they frequently operate as
middlemen between local populations and foreign entities (Aytacg, 2017).
Furthermore, as the function of NGOs transforms in the post-UNAMI
context, it 1s essential to evaluate how their involvement might enhance
governmental initiatives in reconstructing Iraq's legal and institutional
structures. NGOs operating in war zones acquire distinctive insights into
the needs and ambitions of local populations, establishing them as vital
participants in discussions around governance and justice. Their
participation in transitional justice projects can improve accountability
systems, guaranteeing that the perspectives of survivors and marginalised

Journal of Babylon Center for Humanities Studies :2026 Volume: 16 Issue :5
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print) (E-1SSN):2313-0059 (Online)

Qﬂ%g% C :anss| ‘g) :awnjo) ‘gz[z ‘Salpni§ SaueWny Joj Jajuar) uojAqey jo |euJnop %—%@X}{>

Y¢



C—
(=]
=
=3
-
=
(=]
—r
o0a
[=k]
o
=
(=]
=
c3
o
-
—
[1-]
=3
—
Q
=3
=
=
3
[=k]
-
=
o
7]
(e
—
=
2-
o
@7
N
a
N3
[=p
o
=
=
3
o
ol
n
7]
=
o
an

YiY

The Legal Implications of the End of UNAMI: International Law
and State Responsibility in Post-Mission Iraq

groups are acknowledged in the reconstruction process (Travers, 2024).
Moreover, as Iraq contends with the repercussions of historical wars,
including NGO viewpoints into policy dialogues helps promote a more
inclusive strategy that not only meets urgent humanitarian need but also
establishes a foundation for enduring peace and resilience. This
collaborative paradigm may act as a prototype for future interventions,
fostering a more equal allocation of power and resources while upholding
the tenets of self-determination and local autonomy.
1.2Historical Context Leading to the End of UNAMI

Iraq shifts away from UNAMI, the likelihood of regional instability
persists as a significant concern, especially considering the historical
grievances that have exacerbated sectarian differences. The persistent
ethnic divisions between Sunni and Shia factions, intensified by the
power dynamics created during the U.S. occupation, provide substantial
obstacles to efficient government and social cohesion. The federalist
model used by the Iraqi government provides a structure for
representation but may exacerbate differences if not handled with caution
and inclusion, as seen by the intricate dynamics of ethnic politics in the
post-war Balkans (Snyder, 2014). Furthermore, the influence of external
factors, such as neighbouring countries, on Iraq's political environment
may either promote a cooperative governance model or intensify
prevailing weaknesses, reflecting insights gained from previous
interventions where external involvement frequently complicated local
dynamics (Marauhn, 2006). The future of Iraq depends on the integration
of legal frameworks and the capacity of its leaders to manage complex
socio-political dynamics while promoting national unity and resilience.
The role of civil society organisations is increasingly crucial in
negotiating these issues, acting as mediators and advocates for
marginalised groups in Iraq. By promoting conversation among diverse
ethnic and sectarian populations, these organisations can facilitate the
reconciliation of divisions that have traditionally obstructed national
unity, so enhancing social cohesion. Furthermore, insights gained from
other post-conflict scenarios, such as the reconciliation initiatives in
South Africa, demonstrate the capacity of grassroots movements to
promote healing and cultivate a collective national identity, essential for
averting the reemergence of sectarian violence (Nachayeva, 2025).
Furthermore, including transitional justice processes that emphasise local
narratives and experiences can bolster the legitimacy of the governing
process, guaranteeing that all voices are acknowledged and reflected in
the reconstruction efforts (Hendrayani, 2023). A collaborative strategy
that empowers civil society may substantially enhance Iraq's enduring
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stability, establishing a model for inclusive government in other post-
conflict contexts globally.
As Iraq navigates the intricacies of post-UNAMI government, the
necessity of incorporating economic rebuilding initiatives within the
overarching structure of political stability becomes increasingly apparent.
Historical economic disenfranchisement has incited social unrest and
sectarian differences, highlighting the necessity for policies that foster
equal growth and development across varied populations. Addressing
economic disparities among various regions and ethnic groups can
catalyse national unity and resilience, reflecting the experiences of
countries such as Rwanda, where economic initiatives were crucial in
post-conflict recovery. The significance of foreign financial institutions
and development organisations in facilitating Iraq's economic
revitalisation is paramount, since they offer both financial resources and
technical experience to address the issues of rebuilding. By emphasising
inclusive economic policies that acknowledge Iraq's distinct socio-
political environment, the international community can foster a more
secure and prosperous future, therefore strengthening the foundations of
sustainable government and social cohesion.
Given these economic factors, education and skill development play a
crucial role in promoting long-term stability and resilience in post-
UNAMI Iraq. Investing in human capital via targeted educational
programs can empower marginalised communities, mitigate poverty, and
diminish the probability of future conflicts, reflecting successful models
seen in various post-conflict societies, such as Rwanda, where
educational initiatives were pivotal in reconciliation and reconstruction
efforts (Yousif and Ali, 2025). Moreover, the incorporation of vocational
training customised to the distinct requirements of local economies can
enhance job creation and foster social cohesion, eventually aiding in the
development of a more inclusive national identity story. Furthermore, the
use of technology into educational systems can substantially improve
Iraqg's potential for economic revitalisation and social unity in the post-
UNAMI context. Utilising digital platforms for education and vocational
training, Iraq can mitigate disparities in access to quality education,
especially in rural and marginalised regions, reflecting successful
initiatives observed in other post-conflict countries where technology has
closed educational gaps (ALBAIRMANI et al., 2024).

2. Legal Framework Governing UNAMI's Operations
The United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) has operated
under a clear multilateral legal framework grounded primarily in United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions, the United Nations
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Charter, and the consent and cooperation of the Government of Iraq.
Together, these elements define the authority, scope, and limitations of
UNAMTI’s presence and activities in Iraq. At its inception in 2003, the
legal basis for UNAMI was established through Security Council
Resolution 1500, which created the Mission at the request of the Iraqi
Governing Council in the aftermath of the U.S.—led invasion and the
collapse of the previous regime. That resolution reaffirmed Iraq’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity and authorized UNAMI to support the
Secretary-General in fulfilling his responsibilities under prior resolutions,
particularly Resolution 1483 (2003). This early mandate encompassed
coordination of humanitarian and other functions as part of a broader
effort to assist Iraq’s transition toward representative governance (Morris,
2023).

Shortly thereafter, Resolution 1546 (2004) further strengthened the legal
framework by endorsing the formation of a fully sovereign interim
government in Iraq and integrating UNAMI’s role more comprehensively
into the country’s political transition. Adopted under Chapter VII of the
UN Charter, this resolution underscored the continuing threat to
international peace and security posed by instability in Iraq, while
specifying that UNAMI would, as requested by the Iraqi government,
“play a leading role” in assisting details such as electoral planning,
national dialogue, and the development of civil and social services
(refworld.org).

From this point onward, the Mission’s mandate has been subject to
periodic renewals and refinements by successive Security Council
resolutions. Over the years, resolutions such as 1557 (2004), 1619 (2005),
1770 (2007), 1883 (2009) and many others reiterated Iraq’s consent and
continued UNAMI’s mandate with adjustments to reflect evolving
conditions in the country. These resolutions consistently reaffirmed the
principles of Iraqi sovereignty, unity, and territorial integrity, and tailored
the Mission’s scope to priorities such as political reconciliation, electoral
assistance, human rights promotion, and regional dialogue.

The duties assigned to UNAMI were always framed within the consent-
based nature of political missions: the Security Council acted under
Chapter VII where necessary to ensure international peace and security,
but the Mission’s effectiveness depended on the express invitation and
cooperation of the Iraqi government. Indeed, successive renewals
emphasized that UNAMI’s activities occur “as requested by the
Government of Iraq,” anchoring the operation firmly in respect for Iraqi
sovereignty (Ali, 2016).

Journal of Babylon Center for Humanities Studies :2026 Volume: 16 Issue :5
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)



The Legal Implications of the End of UNAMI: International Law
and State Responsibility in Post-Mission Iraq

In 2024, against the backdrop of greater political stability and at Iraq’s
request, the Security Council adopted Resolution 2732 (2024), extending
UNAMI’s mandate for a final period until 31 December 2025 and
directing planning for an orderly transition and liquidation of the
Mission’s activities. This resolution recalled the entire corpus of prior
resolutions establishing and renewing UNAMI’s mandate and reiterated
the importance of Government of Iraq cooperation in the drawdown
process (lawglobalhub.com).
In practice, UNAMI’s legal framework has also been shaped by day-to-
day cooperation agreements, host-country arrangements and the broader
UN Charter obligations that govern privileges, immunities, and operating
conditions for UN missions. These agreements ensure that UNAMI
personnel can operate safely and in accordance with international law
while respecting Iraq’s domestic legal order. Overall, UNAMI’s legal
foundation is a combination of Security Council authority under the UN
Charter, Iraqi state consent, and periodic reaffirmations through annual or
ad hoc resolutions, reflecting the evolving needs and sovereignty of Iraq
(irag.un.org).

2.1International Law Considerations
Alongside In examining the legal framework governing UNAMI's
operations, it is crucial to consider the evolving role of international law
in shaping peacekeeping mandates and their execution. The complexities
of post-conflict environments necessitate a nuanced understanding of how
international legal standards can both empower and constrain
peacekeeping forces. For instance, the balance between respecting the
sovereignty of host nations and ensuring the protection of human rights
often presents a significant challenge, as seen in previous missions where
ambiguous mandates led to operational difficulties and failures to prevent
atrocities (Lohiya, 2025). Furthermore, the legal status of foreign armed
forces in these contexts raises questions about accountability and the
legitimacy of their presence, emphasizing the need for clear guidelines
that reflect the unique dynamics of each situation (Sari, 2014).
Ultimately, a robust legal framework not only enhances the effectiveness
of missions like UNAMI but also fosters a greater sense of trust among
local populations, thereby contributing to long-term stability.
Moreover, the integration of international law with local governance
structures can significantly bolster the effectiveness of peacekeeping
operations by fostering a collaborative environment between
peacekeepers and local authorities. For instance, initiatives that encourage
citizen engagement and transparency in local governance have been
shown to enhance trust and improve service delivery, as evidenced by
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recent projects in conflict-affected regions like Guinea (Arandel,
Brinkerhoftf and Bell, 2015). Such collaborations can serve to bridge the
gap between international mandates and local realities, ensuring that
peacekeeping efforts are not only legally sound but also culturally
sensitive and contextually relevant. By prioritizing these partnerships,
peacekeeping missions can better navigate the complexities of
sovereignty and human rights, ultimately leading to more sustainable
outcomes in post-conflict societies.

In addition to fostering local governance, the role of international law in
peacekeeping missions must also address the intricate relationship
between justice and reconciliation in post-conflict societies. The
establishment of transitional justice mechanisms, such as truth
commissions and reparations, can play a pivotal role in healing societal
rifts and promoting accountability for past atrocities, as seen in countries
like Sierra Leone and Rwanda (Stromseth, 2008). These mechanisms not
only provide a platform for victims to voice their experiences but also
help to institutionalize human rights norms within the local context,
thereby reinforcing the rule of law. However, the implementation of such
frameworks often faces obstacles, including political resistance and
varying interpretations of justice, which can hinder their effectiveness and
acceptance (Waldorf, 2015). Thus, a comprehensive approach that
integrates these justice initiatives with peacekeeping operations can
enhance the legitimacy of international interventions and contribute to a
more enduring peace, as communities begin to see tangible benefits from
their engagement with both local and international legal standards.
Furthermore, the interplay between international law and local justice
mechanisms raises critical questions about the universality of legal
standards versus the need for contextual adaptation. While international
norms provide a foundational framework for accountability, their
application must consider local cultural values and historical grievances
to be effective. For instance, the experiences of countries like South
Africa, where restorative justice principles were integrated into post-
apartheid reconciliation efforts, highlight the potential for hybrid models
that respect both international legal obligations and local traditions
(Baimuratov et al., 2024). This approach not only enhances the
legitimacy of peacekeeping missions but also empowers local actors to
take ownership of the reconciliation process, thereby fostering a more
resilient societal fabric. As the complexities of post-conflict recovery
continue to evolve, it is essential for peacekeeping operations to remain
flexible and responsive to the unique dynamics of each context, ensuring
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that both international and local legal frameworks work in concert to
promote sustainable peace.

2.2National Sovereignty and Legal Jurisdiction
As In examining the legal framework governing UNAMI's operations, it
is crucial to consider the interplay between the principles of national
sovereignty and the mandates of international organizations. This
relationship often becomes contentious, particularly when the presence of
foreign forces i1s perceived as infringing upon a nation’s autonomy. As
highlighted in discussions about post-conflict legal status, the balance
between territorial sovereignty and the jurisdictional exemptions of
foreign forces necessitates a nuanced understanding of international law,
especially in environments marked by fragile peace and ongoing political
volatility (Sari, 2013). The implications of this dynamic are significant, as
they not only affect the legitimacy of UNAMI's actions but also shape the
broader discourse on state sovereignty in a globalized world.
Furthermore, the evolving nature of international governance raises
critical questions regarding the legitimacy and scope of UNAMI's
mandate in relation to Iraq's sovereignty. As the post-Cold War era has
demonstrated, the institutionalization of human rights and humanitarian
law often challenges traditional notions of state sovereignty, suggesting a
shift towards a more globalized discourse that prioritizes collective
security over national autonomy (Werner, 2004). This paradigm shift
necessitates a re-examination of how international organizations operate
within sovereign states, particularly in contexts where the state itself may
be perceived as failing or unable to uphold its responsibilities.
Consequently, the implications of UNAMI's presence extend beyond
mere legal frameworks; they invite a deeper inquiry into the effectiveness
of international interventions and their potential to either bolster or
undermine the sovereignty they aim to respect (Sari, 2013).
Moreover, the effectiveness of UNAMI's operations can be further
scrutinized through the lens of historical precedents, particularly in the
context of post-colonial state-building. The case of Iraq, recognized as a
sovereign state by the League of Nations amidst the waves of
decolonization, illustrates the complexities of sovereignty in practice,
especially following foreign interventions (Ali and Ismail, 2023.). The
challenges faced by Iraq in reconciling its legal sovereignty with the
realities imposed by multinational corporations and foreign military
presence underscore the precarious nature of sovereignty in a globalized
context. This situation raises pertinent questions about the legitimacy of
external actors in shaping national policies and the extent to which they
may inadvertently perpetuate a cycle of dependency rather than fostering
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genuine self-determination. As such, the ongoing dialogue surrounding
UNAMI's role must consider not only the legal frameworks at play but
also the historical and socio-political narratives that define Iraq's path
towards sustainable sovereignty.
The post-2003 landscape has been marked by the rise of sectarian
divisions and the emergence of non-state actors, which have further
complicated the state’s ability to assert its authority and govern
effectively. This internal fragmentation not only challenges the
legitimacy of the Iraqi government but also raises questions about the
efficacy of international organizations like UNAMI in mediating these
conflicts. As highlighted in research on the subject, the lack of a cohesive
legal framework and the influence of multinational corporations have
contributed to a precarious balance where Iraq's sovereignty is
continually undermined by both internal strife and external pressures.
Thus, the ongoing dialogue about UNAMI's role must grapple with the
realities of a state struggling to navigate its identity amidst competing
interests, both domestic and international, which ultimately poses
significant implications for the future of Iraqi sovereignty (Werner,
2004).
In examining the future of Iraq's sovereignty, it is imperative to consider
how external geopolitical interests, particularly those of neighboring Iran,
further complicate the landscape of national governance. As evidenced by
the increasing influence of Iran-backed militias within Iraq, the interplay
of domestic factions and foreign powers underscores a delicate balance,
where the Iraqi government must navigate pressures from both its own
population and external actors who seek to assert their influence over
national affairs. This reality not only exacerbates the existing sectarian
divides but also raises critical questions about the capacity of the Iraqi
state to reclaim its sovereignty in the face of such multifaceted
challenges. Moreover, the potential reduction of U.S. military presence in
the coming years may create a vacuum that could either empower local
governance or lead to further instability, depending on how effectively
Iraqi leaders can unify their factions and engage with international
partners to bolster their legitimacy and authority . Thus, the path towards
sustainable sovereignty for Iraq remains fraught with uncertainty,
necessitating a concerted effort to address both internal cohesion and
external dependencies (Sari, 2013).

3. Implications of the End of UNAMI
As Iraq reflects on its future following UNAMI's conclusion, the
significance of regional collaboration in mitigating educational
inequalities and promoting social cohesion becomes increasingly
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essential. Involving neighbouring nations in cooperative educational
efforts can promote the exchange of resources and best practices,
therefore improving the ability of Iraq's educational institutions to address
the distinct problems of a post-conflict setting. Regional programs that
facilitate cross-border exchanges and collaborative educational initiatives
could enhance the learning experience and foster solidarity among youth
from varied backgrounds, reflecting successful models seen in other post-
conflict regions. Moreover, the participation of regional entities, such as
the Arab League, in advancing educational equity and human rights can
facilitate the alignment of Iraq's educational reforms with overarching
regional objectives of stability and development, thereby strengthening
the tenets of sustainable peace and collaboration in the Middle East
(Stansfield, 2010).

Alongside promoting regional collaboration, the possibility of utilising
educational technology to address disparities in access and quality must
not be disregarded. Investing in digital infrastructure and e-learning
platforms would enable Iraq to enhance educational possibilities for
marginalised people, especially in rural regions where conventional
education institutions may be deficient. These efforts might replicate
successful programs observed in other post-conflict areas, where
technology has been essential in democratising educational access and
promoting social cohesion (Komatsu, 2024). Furthermore, as Iraq
collaborates with regional partners, the creation of cooperative online
educational networks may facilitate the flow of information and
resources, therefore augmenting the capabilities of both educators and
students. This strategy corresponds with the tenets of inclusive
government and promotes the overarching objectives of regional stability
and development, emphasising the interrelation between education,
peace, and collaboration in the Middle East.

The incorporation of peace education into the curriculum, as
recommended by numerous international frameworks, could significantly
contribute to cultivating a culture of dialogue and mutual understanding
among diverse communities, thus tackling the fundamental causes of
conflict and enhancing social cohesion (Mohammed, 2019). Additionally,
involving regional entities such as the Arab League to endorse these
educational programs can guarantee their alignment with overarching
regional stability objectives, so strengthening the interrelation of
education, peace, and collaboration in the Middle East (Mokdad, 2024).
By prioritising these relationships, Iraq can develop an educational
framework that addresses urgent need while fostering long-term
resilience and cohesion.
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3.1Impact on Regional Stability and Security

Iraq The withdrawal of UNAMI could lead to a significant power vacuum
in Iraq, exacerbating the already volatile political landscape and
potentially igniting further sectarian tensions. As seen in other regions
where peacekeeping forces have been withdrawn, such as in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, the absence of international oversight
often results in a resurgence of violence and instability, as local factions
vie for power in the absence of a stabilizing force. Moreover, the
potential rise in militia activity, particularly from excluded groups, could
mirror the situation in Darfur, where internal conflicts have spiraled into
humanitarian crises due to the lack of effective governance and security
(Murphy, 2011). Without the UN's mediating presence, Iraq may find
itself grappling with not only increased domestic unrest but also
heightened regional tensions, as neighboring countries reassess their
security strategies in light of the shifting dynamics (Adil, Rana and Khan,
2023).

The potential fallout from UNAMI's withdrawal extends beyond Iraq's
borders, as neighboring countries may feel compelled to intervene in a
bid to safeguard their own interests, reminiscent of the complex web of
alliances and rivalries that shaped the Syrian conflict. As regional powers
recalibrate their strategies, the risk of proxy wars intensifies, with factions
within Iraq becoming pawns in a larger geopolitical game. This scenario
echoes the findings of studies on defense policy shifts in response to
evolving international dynamics, which indicate that nations increasingly
engage in multilateral cooperation to address common threats, yet may
simultaneously exacerbate local conflicts when national interests clash
(Sarjito, 2023). Consequently, the vacuum left by UNAMI could not only
destabilize Iraq but also ignite a broader regional crisis, calling for urgent
diplomatic interventions and a reassessment of international engagement
strategies to prevent further deterioration of security in an already
precarious landscape.

As the specter of instability looms over Iraq, the implications of
UNAMI's withdrawal may also reverberate throughout the broader
Middle Eastern landscape, particularly in areas already fraught with
conflict. The potential for increased militia activity could lead to a
resurgence of sectarian violence, similar to the challenges faced in Iraq's
northern regions, where Arab and Kurdish tensions have historically been
a flashpoint for conflict (Hanauer, Martini and Al-Shahery, 2011).
Furthermore, the absence of a stabilizing international presence may
embolden external actors to pursue their interests more aggressively,
potentially igniting proxy conflicts reminiscent of the Syrian crisis, where
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regional powers engaged in a complex interplay of alliances and rivalries.
In this volatile context, the need for a robust diplomatic framework
becomes paramount, as regional cooperation and dialogue may serve as
crucial mechanisms to mitigate the risks of escalation and foster a more
stable environment. Ultimately, without proactive measures, the power
vacuum left by UNAMI could transform Iraq into a battleground for
competing interests, further complicating an already intricate geopolitical
landscape.

In light of these potential challenges, the international community must
reconsider its approach to Iraq, particularly in terms of fostering
resilience within local governance structures. Strengthening civil society
and promoting inclusive political dialogue could serve as essential
countermeasures against the rise of militia groups and sectarian violence.
For instance, initiatives aimed at empowering grassroots organizations
may not only mitigate tensions but also enhance community cohesion,
thereby reducing the likelihood of external interference. Moreover, the
historical context of Iraq's political landscape underscores the necessity of
addressing underlying grievances that have fueled conflict; without this,
any diplomatic efforts risk being superficial and ineffective
(BABAHANOGLU, 2024). As Iraq navigates this precarious juncture,
the interplay of local empowerment and international support will be
crucial in preventing the emergence of a new cycle of violence and
instability that could reverberate throughout the Middle East.

In addition to fostering local governance structures, the international
community must also grapple with the role of regional powers in Iraq's
future stability, as their involvement can significantly influence the
trajectory of conflict. The historical context of sectarian rivalries,
particularly between Sunni and Shia factions, suggests that external
factors such as Iran and Saudi Arabia could exploit the power vacuum left
by UNAMI to further their agendas, potentially leading to a proxy war
that exacerbates existing tensions (Young et al., 2014). Furthermore, the
ongoing struggle for dominance in the region mirrors the dynamics
observed in Syria, where external support for various factions has fueled
a protracted conflict and humanitarian crisis (Fang and Jinying, 2013). As
Iraq stands at this critical juncture, the need for a coordinated
international response that includes not only diplomatic engagement but
also a nuanced understanding of regional rivalries becomes vital. By
addressing these complex dynamics, the international community can
better facilitate a pathway towards lasting peace and stability in Iraq and
its neighboring regions.

3.2 Changes in Human Rights Monitoring and Protection
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In Iraq's post-conflict rebuilding, the importance of human rights
monitoring and protection 1is paramount to safeguarding the
advancements achieved via educational and vocational efforts. The
creation of independent monitoring entities, possibly backed by regional
organisations and international NGOs, can ensure oversight to hold
governmental and non-governmental actors accountable for their
obligations to human rights and educational equity. These systems might
also enable the documenting of human rights violations, so promoting a
culture of accountability and openness crucial for restoring confidence
among communities. The changing dynamics of human rights advocacy,
especially regarding technical progress, underscores the capacity of
digital platforms to improve monitoring activities and involve individuals
in the defence of their rights. Utilising these techniques, Iraq may
enhance its human rights framework, guaranteeing the amplification of
marginalised groups' voices and addressing their needs, so fostering a
more just and equitable society (Roth, 2000) (PabinoBuu and
Jlo6psiacbkuit, 2021).

The significance of community involvement in Iraq's establishment of
human rights monitoring and protection systems is paramount. Enabling
local communities to engage in monitoring efforts cultivates a feeling of
ownership and accountability, guaranteeing that human rights issues are
handled at the grassroots level. Grassroots organisations can be
instrumental in recording human rights violations and promoting policy
reforms that address community needs, mirroring effective models
observed in other post-conflict societies where local activism has resulted
in substantial changes (Beg, Yadav and Kumawat, 2025). Moreover,
incorporating technology into monitoring initiatives, such as employing
mobile reporting tools, can improve transparency and provide real-time
input from residents, thereby strengthening the link between government
and community involvement. This strategy not only fortifies the legal
structures governing human rights but also fosters a culture of civic
responsibility vital for Iraq's enduring stability and resilience.

The incorporation of educational efforts centered on human rights and
civic participation, alongside empowering local communities, can
markedly improve the efficacy of human rights monitoring in Iraq.
Integrating human rights education into school curricula enables pupils to
cultivate a profound comprehension of their rights and duties, so
promoting a culture of accountability and advocacy from an early age.
This educational method aligns with the principles of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, which underscores the significance of education
in fostering respect for human rights, while also providing future
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generations with the means to confront injustices and participate in
democratic processes (Altaany and Abdelbary, 2024). Moreover, the
partnership between educational institutions and civil society
organisations may establish venues for youth-led projects that tackle local
human rights issues, so strengthening the link between education, civic
participation, and community resilience. By prioritising comprehensive
educational frameworks, Iraq can foster a culture that cherishes human
rights and actively engages in their preservation and advancement, so
contributing to a more fair and equitable future.
Moreover, as Iraq seeks to enhance its human rights framework, the
incorporation of restorative justice approaches into its legal system is a
vital opportunity for resolving historical grievances and promoting
community reconciliation. Restorative justice, which prioritises the
rectification of harm inflicted by criminal actions via inclusive discussion
and community engagement, can serve as a supplementary method to
conventional punitive measures, therefore fostering reconciliation among
fractured communities. This paradigm has demonstrated potential in other
post-conflict cultures, such as Rwanda, where community-oriented
reconciliation initiatives have been essential in restoring trust and social
cohesion. By integrating restorative practices into educational and legal
systems, Iraq can enable individuals to participate in healing processes
that respect victims' experiences while ensuring offender accountability,
thereby strengthening the principles of justice and human rights essential
for sustainable peace (Guinn, 2005).

3.3Legal Responsibilities of Member States
With the conclusion of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) looms, member states face pressing legal and moral
responsibilities in ensuring the continuity of support for Iraq's governance
and stability. The withdrawal of UNAMI could exacerbate existing
political tensions, particularly with the rise of sectarian violence and calls
for a secular government amidst a backdrop of economic instability.
Moreover, member states must grapple with the implications of their
obligations under international law, especially regarding the protection of
civilians and the maintenance of peace and security, as stipulated by the
Security Council's mandates (Morris, 2023). This situation underscores
the necessity for a coordinated international response that prioritizes
humanitarian assistance and the promotion of democratic governance,
rather than merely a military approach, to foster long-term stability in the
region.
As the international community contemplates its next steps, it is crucial to
recognize the role of regional powers in shaping Iraq's future, particularly
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in light of the complex geopolitical landscape that has emerged post-
UNAMI. Neighboring countries, each with their own vested interests,
may exploit the vacuum left by the UN's withdrawal, potentially leading
to increased instability and conflict. For instance, the integration of
militias like the Hashd al-Sha'abi into the Iraqi Security Forces raises
significant legal and political challenges, as these groups navigate their
dual roles as state-sanctioned entities and independent actors (Smith and
Singer-Emery, 2019). Furthermore, the need for a robust legal framework
that holds these militias accountable while ensuring the protection of
human rights becomes paramount, as Iraq's ability to maintain order and
foster a democratic environment hinges on effective governance and the
rule of law. Thus, the path forward must not only address immediate
security concerns but also lay the groundwork for a resilient political
structure that can withstand external pressures and internal divisions.

In this context, the international community must also consider the
historical grievances and socio-political dynamics that have fueled
sectarian divisions within Iraq. For instance, the legacy of past regimes
and the uneven distribution of resources have entrenched mistrust among
ethnic groups, complicating efforts for reconciliation and unity. As noted
in recent analyses, the intertwining of ethnic identities with political
power structures can lead to a fracturing of the state, particularly if
regional actors exploit these divisions for their own gains (Ali, 2016).
Therefore, fostering dialogue among diverse political factions, while
addressing historical injustices, is not merely a diplomatic necessity but a
critical step towards establishing a durable peace. This approach could
mitigate the risk of Iraq disintegrating into competing entities along
sectarian lines, ensuring that the governance framework remains inclusive
and representative of the country’s multifaceted society.

In addition to fostering dialogue, it is essential for the international
community to support the establishment of inclusive institutions that
reflect Iraq's diverse demographic landscape, thereby promoting a sense
of ownership among all ethnic and sectarian groups. The successful
implementation of such institutions requires not only political will but
also the integration of mechanisms that ensure equitable resource
distribution and representation, as seen in other contexts where inclusive
governance has led to stability, such as in post-apartheid South Africa.
Moreover, the role of education in bridging sectarian divides cannot be
overstated; developing curricula that emphasize shared histories and
mutual respect among Iraq's varied communities can serve as a
foundational pillar for long-term reconciliation (Miiller, Wilson and
NBanoBa, 2024). As the country navigates this critical juncture, the
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alignment of international support with local aspirations will be crucial in
preventing the resurgence of violence and ensuring that Iraq can emerge
as a cohesive, democratic state amidst the challenges of regional power
dynamics and historical grievances.

4. Comparative Analysis with Other UN Missions
As Iraq contemplates its trajectory following UNAMI, it is crucial to
evaluate the insights gained from earlier UN operations, especially in
scenarios where local ownership and agency were prioritised. The UN's
engagement in Namibia underscores the need of strengthening local
government frameworks to achieve enduring peace and stability, in
contrast to the more hierarchical strategies evident in missions such as
those in Libya (Harkai, 2015.). By emphasising local leadership and
promoting community involvement, akin to the effective tactics utilised
in Namibia, Iraq may establish a more robust framework for transitional
justice that aligns with the aspirations of its populace. This comparative
research highlights the imperative for Iraq to implement a customised
strategy that harmonises foreign assistance with local autonomy,
therefore cultivating a feeling of ownership essential for enduring
security and reconciliation. The obstacles encountered by the UN in the
Central African Republic exemplify the dangers of overlooking local
factors, underscoring the necessity for Iraq to maintain vigilance in its
quest for inclusive governance that authentically represents the different
perspectives of its populace (Harkai, 2015.).
Irag must not only learn from past UN missions but also evaluate the
changing role of regional organisations in promoting peace and security,
especially regarding common historical grievances and socio-political
intricacies. The African Union's involvement in post-conflict scenarios
illustrates the capacity of regional organisations to arbitrate conflicts and
promote reconciliation, shown by initiatives aimed at stabilising countries
such as Mali and South Sudan. By utilising the experiences of these
organisations, Iraq might adopt customised tactics that emphasise local
agency and incorporate the perspectives of various populations in
governance processes (Simms, 2013). Moreover, the focus on regional
collaboration may augment Iraq's ability to tackle transnational issues,
such as terrorism and human trafficking, which frequently exploit the
weaknesses of post-conflict societies, thereby strengthening the
interrelation of security and development in the region (Sharp, 2014). A
collaborative strategy that incorporates regional perspectives and local
ownership might greatly enhance Iraq's potential for enduring peace and
security following UNAMI's exit.
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Iraq must not only learn from previous UN missions but also evaluate the
impact of regional dynamics on its recovery, especially with the shifting
geopolitical situation in the Middle East. The impact of adjacent nations,
both in the past and present, may profoundly affect Iraq's political
stability and its potential for self-determination, as demonstrated by the
intricate dynamics observed in the Syrian crisis and its repercussions on
Iraqi territory. Furthermore, Iraq's capacity to establish collaborative
agreements with regional powers may strengthen its security framework,
especially in addressing transnational threats such as terrorism, which
have been intensified by the power vacuums resulting from post-conflict
environments (Hanauer, Martini and Al-Shahery, 2011). Through
communication and engagement with regional stakeholders, Iraq may
capitalise on mutual interests to foster national stability and enhance
regional peace, establishing a model for cooperative government that
honours local autonomy and adheres to international legal norms.

4.1Lessons from the End of Similar Missions
Irag must evaluate the implications of the conclusion of UNAMI and
analogous operations, focussing on the influence of international legal
frameworks in the post-conflict rehabilitation process. The experiences of
states such as Kosovo, where the lack of a definitive legislative mandate
resulted in heated legitimacy arguments, highlight the necessity of
creating strong legal frameworks that regulate foreign engagement in
domestic matters (Ashti and Suhail, 2025). Moreover, Iraq's participation
in regional organisations like the Arab League may foster the
establishment of collaborative legal frameworks that tackle common
concerns while wupholding national sovereignty and enhancing
accountability. This collaborative method not only adheres to the tenets
of self-determination but also bolsters Iraq's ability to manage the
intricacies of post-conflict governance, guaranteeing that insights gained
from previous interventions are proficiently utilised to cultivate a more
stable and resilient society. Incorporating these legal issues into the
comprehensive recovery approach will be essential for fostering a future
that emphasises both human rights and lasting peace. As Iraq starts its
reconstruction efforts, the need of cultivating regional relationships to
improve legal frameworks and governance is paramount. Collaborative
initiatives with adjacent nations, especially those that have encountered
analogous post-conflict difficulties, may establish a forum for exchanging
exemplary practices in transitional justice and the safeguarding of human
rights. Countries such as Rwanda, which have effectively utilised
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community-driven strategies to promote reconciliation, provide
significant insights for Iraq in cultivating trust among its many groups
(Garcia-Juanatey and Steible, 2023). Additionally, including regional
entities like the Arab League in these dialogues helps promote a unified
approach that honours Iraq's sovereignty while tackling transnational
challenges like as human trafficking and terrorism, which are essential for
achieving enduring stability (Sadagat, 2025). By emphasising these
collaborative frameworks, Irag may strengthen its legal commitments
while fostering a collective regional identity that encourages peace and
cooperation in the Middle East.

Iraq's efforts to strengthen its recovery plan highlight the potential for
regional educational alliances as a vital means of promoting stability and
cooperation. Collaborative efforts with adjacent nations may promote the
interchange of information and resources, so augmenting the ability of
Iraq's educational institutions to confront the distinct difficulties
presented by its post-conflict environment. The Canada International
Scientific Exchange Program (CISEPO) exemplifies how cross-border
collaboration among health professionals from Israel, Jordan, and
Palestine can yield substantial enhancements in public health outcomes
and promote goodwill among communities (Skinner et al., 2005). By
replicating such models, Iraq might enhance its educational system while
fostering a regional identity that emphasises collaborative advancement
and reconciliation, so strengthening the tenets of lasting peace and
collaboration in the Middle East.

Furthermore, as Iraq endeavours to improve its educational
collaborations, the incorporation of vocational training initiatives that
prioritise regional cooperation might substantially strengthen economic
resilience and social unity. By implementing cross-border efforts for
resource and expertise exchange, Iraq may leverage the experiences of
neighbouring nations with analogous issues, thus promoting a
collaborative atmosphere favourable to sustainable development.
Initiatives similar to those executed in Rwanda, which have effectively
integrated vocational training with community involvement, might
provide a framework for Iraq in tackling young unemployment and skill
deficiencies (Al-Nassiri, 2024).

4.2Differences in Legal QOutcomes and Frameworks

Iraq must contemplate the significance of international legal frameworks
in promoting regional educational relationships, especially with human
rights and educational fairness. By connecting its educational reforms
with international norms, such as those specified in the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, Iraq may augment the validity of its projects while
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promoting accountability among stakeholders (Yadav, 2025). Moreover,
the formation of cooperative agreements with adjacent nations could
enhance knowledge exchange and foster a cohesive strategy for tackling
shared issues in education and human rights protection, thereby
strengthening regional stability (Raja, 2024). This connection underscores
the necessity of a unified approach that honours local settings and
empowers communities, therefore fostering a more resilient and inclusive
educational environment in Iraqg and beyond. Alongside aligning
educational changes with international norms, Iraq must consider the
significance of cultural heritage in promoting national identity and social
cohesion, especially in a post-conflict environment where historical
grudges endure. Integrating cultural education into the curriculum can
foster a shared identity among Iraq's different populations, reflecting
successful attempts in other post-conflict nations that have utilised
cultural heritage as a uniting element. Programs that commemorate Iraq's
extensive history and many cultural manifestations can function as
instruments for reconciliation, aiding in the mending of differences while
bolstering national pride. Moreover, regional collaborations emphasising
cultural exchange can foster mutual understanding and respect among
neighbouring nations, thereby promoting a more stable and cooperative
Middle East, as underscored in discussions regarding the significance of
cultural inclusion in educational reform. By emphasising these factors,
Iraqg may develop an educational framework that satisfies current need
while establishing a foundation for enduring peace and unity.

Iraq must prioritise community-based projects to promote social cohesion
and reconciliation among its varied communities, in addition to building a
shared national identity via cultural education. By utilising local
traditions and customs, such efforts can enable communities to assume
control of own narratives, thereby promoting discourse that reconciles
sectarian divisions. Community-driven cultural festivals that honour
Iraq's diverse heritage can function as platforms for collaboration and
understanding, reflecting successful models observed in post-conflict
societies where grassroots movements have been instrumental in
reconciling divisions (Akintayo, Ifeanyi and Onunka, 2024). The use of
technology in maintaining and promoting Iraq's cultural history is a
crucial element in the post-conflict rehabilitation process, alongside the
encouragement of community-driven cultural activities. Digital platforms
can function as effective instruments for recording and disseminating
Iraq's extensive past, allowing a wider audience to interact with its many
cultural narratives, akin to the successful digital archiving initiatives
observed in other post-conflict communities (Johnson et al., 2014).
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The significance of international cooperation in protecting Iraq's cultural
legacy is paramount, especially given the challenges from violence and
instability, with the use of technology for cultural preservation.
Collaborating with organisations like UNESCO can offer essential
assistance in establishing frameworks for the safeguarding of cultural
sites, frequently targeted during conflicts, as demonstrated by the
devastation of the Al-Askari Shrine and its ensuing effects on sectarian
tensions in Iraq (Kandil, 2024). By cultivating partnerships that
emphasise the preservation of cultural heritage, Iraq can enhance national
identity and promote reconciliation among diverse communities,
reflecting successful initiatives in other post-conflict societies that have
utilised cultural preservation to bridge divides. Moreover, these
collaborative initiatives may strengthen local capabilities in heritage
management, ensuring that community perspectives are central to the
narratives of their cultural assets, therefore bolstering a shared dedication
to peace and resilience.
5. Unresolved Questions and Future Directions

As the international community grapples with the aftermath of UNAMI's
conclusion, it becomes imperative to examine the broader implications
for regional stability and governance. The absence of a robust UN
presence may lead to a vacuum that could be exploited by non-state
actors, thereby exacerbating existing tensions and undermining the rule of
law. This situation calls for innovative frameworks that not only address
immediate security concerns but also ensure long-term accountability and
justice, particularly in light of the UN's historical challenges in such
contexts (Ramsden, 2013.). Furthermore, the potential for unilateral
actions by member states in the absence of a clear mandate raises critical
questions about the legitimacy of interventions and their alignment with
international law, echoing the lessons learned from past interventions,
such as in Kosovo (Thakur, 2012). Thus, the future direction of
international engagement in the region must prioritize a commitment to
legal norms and collaborative governance to mitigate the risks of renewed
conflict and instability.

Moreover, as the international community contemplates the vacuum left
by UNAMI, it is crucial to consider the historical precedents set by other
post-conflict interventions, such as those in Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Kosovo, where international territorial administration played a significant
role in state-building effots (Tzouvala, 2023). These cases reveal the
complexities of establishing governance structures that are both effective
and accepted by local populations, highlighting the necessity for inclusive
dialogue that integrates diverse community voices to foster legitimacy.
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Additionally, the potential for regional actors to fill the governance gap
must be scrutinized, as their involvement could either stabilize the
situation or further complicate the dynamics, depending on their interests
and the existing power balances (Waller, 2020.). Thus, a multifaceted
approach that emphasizes local agency, regional cooperation, and
adherence to international legal standards will be essential in shaping a
sustainable path forward for governance in the region.

In considering the potential for regional actors to assume a greater role, it
is essential to analyze the capacity and willingness of these entities to
adhere to principles of good governance and human rights. Historical
examples reveal that regional governance can either facilitate or hinder
sustainable development, as seen in the Arab region where governance
deficits have led to a cycle of instability and authoritarianism (Sumpf,
Aaji and Crompton, 2016). The integration of innovative technologies
and cross-regional collaborations may provide avenues for enhancing
governance frameworks, enabling local populations to engage more
effectively in decision-making processes. Moreover, establishing
mechanisms for accountability that resonate with the cultural and political
contexts of the region could foster a more resilient governance structure,
mitigating the risks associated with external interventions and enabling a
more stable transition towards self-sustaining political systems. Thus, the
interplay between local agency and regional dynamics must be carefully
navigated to prevent the recurrence of past mistakes while promoting a
future grounded in inclusivity and respect for international legal
standards.

In addition to fostering local agency and regional cooperation, it is vital
to consider the role of international legal frameworks in guiding the
transition toward stable governance. The interplay between international
norms and local practices can create a robust foundation for
accountability and justice, particularly in regions recovering from
conflict. For instance, the integration of human rights standards into local
governance structures can ensure that the needs and voices of
marginalized communities are prioritized, thereby enhancing legitimacy
and social cohesion. Furthermore, the lessons drawn from historical
interventions, such as those in Bosnia and Herzegovina, underscore the
necessity of a nuanced approach that respects the sovereignty of states
while promoting collaborative governance rooted in justice and equality
(Broyde and Mota, 2025). As the international community reflects on the
implications of UNAMI's conclusion, it must embrace a comprehensive
strategy that not only addresses immediate security challenges but also
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lays the groundwork for sustainable development and peace-building
efforts.

5.1 Gaps in Existing Legal Frameworks

As the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) draws to a close, the
potential legal void left in its wake raises critical questions about the
future of governance and human rights protection in the region. The
absence of a robust international framework could lead to a resurgence of
power vacuums, where non-state actors might exploit the lack of
oversight, reminiscent of the complexities faced in post-conflict settings
like Kosovo and East Timor, where international actors struggled to
establish effective governance structures amidst legal ambiguities
(Brabandere, 2012). Moreover, the implications of the UN's withdrawal
could exacerbate existing tensions, as local authorities may lack the
capacity to uphold the rule of law without the support and accountability
mechanisms previously provided by UNAMI (Benvenisti, n.d.). This
scenario underscores the necessity for a comprehensive strategy that not
only addresses immediate governance needs but also reinforces the legal
obligations of states and international organizations involved in post-
conflict reconstruction, ensuring that the principles of jus post bellum are
upheld in the transition from international oversight to local governance
(Brabandere, 2012).

In light of these challenges, it becomes crucial to consider the role of
regional actors and their potential contributions to stabilizing governance
structures in the absence of UNAMI. Countries in the vicinity, with
vested interests in Iraq's stability, may be called upon to step into the
breach, yet their involvement could also lead to competing agendas that
further complicate the situation. For instance, the experiences in
Afghanistan demonstrate how neighboring states can influence the
dynamics of post-conflict reconstruction, sometimes undermining
international efforts due to divergent political motivations or historical
grievances (Hogg et al., 2014). Therefore, establishing a cooperative
framework that encourages regional collaboration while maintaining a
focus on human rights and the rule of law is essential to prevent a
regression into chaos and ensure a sustainable transition towards effective
local governance.

In addition to the involvement of regional actors, the establishment of
robust local governance structures must prioritize the inclusion of civil
society and grassroots organizations, which often serve as crucial
intermediaries between the population and governmental authorities.
These entities can provide invaluable insights into community needs and
facilitate accountability, thereby fostering a more participatory approach
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to governance. However, as observed in the aftermath of the UN's
withdrawal from East Timor, the lack of a clear legal framework can lead
to the marginalization of these voices, resulting in governance that does
not reflect the will of the people (Kayuni and Tambulasi, 2011).
Furthermore, the historical context of Iraq, marked by sectarian divisions
and political fragmentation, necessitates a concerted effort to build trust
among diverse groups, ensuring that the transition is not only a shift in
power but also a genuine attempt to address underlying grievances. This
multifaceted approach can mitigate the risks of renewed conflict and
support the establishment of a stable and inclusive political environment,
which is essential for the long-term success of any post-conflict
reconstruction efforts.

The integration of technology and innovative governance practices can
play a pivotal role in enhancing accountability and transparency within
local structures. Digital platforms, for instance, have the potential to
facilitate civic engagement and streamline communication between
citizens and their representatives, thereby empowering communities to
actively participate in the governance process. This approach echoes
successful case studies in other post-conflict environments, where
technology has been leveraged to bridge gaps in service delivery and
foster trust between the state and its citizens, as seen in the governance
reconstruction experiences in Iraq (Brinkerhoff and Johnson, 2009).
However, this technological integration must be accompanied by a
commitment to safeguarding digital rights and ensuring equitable access,
as disparities in technology adoption can exacerbate existing inequalities
and undermine the inclusivity of the political transition. Thus, a holistic
strategy that combines traditional governance frameworks with modern
technological solutions is essential to create resilient institutions capable
of withstanding future challenges and promoting a more just society.

5.2 Potential for New Legal Instruments

International collaboration is becoming important as Iraq examines new
legislative instruments to improve its governance systems. Bilateral
agreements on common legal norms with neighbouring nations might
assist handle transnational concerns like people trafficking and terrorism,
which are especially important in post-conflict circumstances (Sinaga et
al., 2024). Regional legal procedures that emphasise human rights
safeguards might help promote a more coherent government approach,
assuring Iraq's inclusive and international-standard recovery. This joint
effort might inspire other nations experiencing similar issues, promoting
responsibility and fairness, which are essential for regional peace and
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security. These efforts can help Iraq create a legal system that empowers
its citizens and promotes regional stability and collaboration.
Regional conversations are crucial as Iraq considers new legislative
instruments to confront transnational threats to national and regional
stability. Iraq can strengthen its legal ability to combat human trafficking
and terrorism and promote a global commitment to human rights and
governance by forming cooperation frameworks with neighbouring
governments. This collaborative approach is similar to the Arab League's
efforts to address security concerns among its member states (Borck,
2024) (Makhliyo, 2025). Regional organisations have successfully
mediated disputes and promoted stability in the Middle East. Joint legal
mechanisms could also help Iraq and its neighbours share best practices
and resources, strengthening legal frameworks and regional cooperation
and making governance more resilient and unified.
Civil society's participation in crafting new legal tools, especially in
promoting accountability and human rights, is vital as Iraq considers
them. Community involvement in the legislative process may make new
laws more relevant and instill a feeling of ownership and responsibility in
the public, which is essential for sustainable government. For instance,
grassroots organisations advocating for legal reforms can emulate
Rwanda's community participation, which has driven social change and
reconciliation (Qader and Abbo, 2016). Participatory mechanisms that
allow citizens to voice their concerns and aspirations can also strengthen
Iraq's legal landscape, ensuring that it reflects its diverse population and
reinforces democracy and inclusivity, which are essential for long-term
stability (Travers, 2024).
As Iraq develops new legal tools, restorative practices might promote
community involvement and reconciliation. Iraq can repair its varied
populations by prioritising communication and mediation like transitional
justice projects in South Africa. This method tackles past grievances and
encourages citizens to shape their legal environment, increasing
accountability and inclusion, which are essential for sustainable
government. Local NGOs can also improve these healing processes by
reflecting Iraqi society's distinctive cultural and socioeconomic dynamics,
creating a more unified and resilient national identity (Kazim, 2022).

6. Conclusion and Recommendations
Conclusion
The completion of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) is a pivotal moment in Iraq's pursuit of self-determination and
stability. This transition's repercussions reach well beyond Iraq,
prompting essential enquiries into the legal frameworks that regulate
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international participation and the obligations of sovereign nations and
international organisations in post-conflict situations. As Iraq undertakes
the intricate task of reconstructing its legal and institutional frameworks,
the necessity of incorporating insights gained from prior UN missions and
regional experiences is crucial. The need for a strong legal framework
that reconciles humanitarian obligations with national sovereignty is
emphasised by the changing standards of international law, especially
regarding humanitarian intervention. Furthermore, the involvement of
regional organisations and civil society will be essential in promoting
inclusive government and tackling the distinct socio-political dynamics of
Irag. As the international community contemplates these developments, it
is imperative to emphasise collaborative strategies that amplify local
voices and foster accountability, thereby guaranteeing that Iraq's recovery
is both sustainable and representative of the rights and aspirations of its
diverse populace. This comprehensive policy will provide a crucial basis
for Iraq's enduring security and resilience, setting a benchmark for future
foreign interventions in similarly intricate post-conflict contexts.

The termination of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) marks a critical turning point in Iraq's pursuit of sovereignty
and stability, carrying significant ramifications for both domestic and
international legal systems. This transition necessitates a comprehensive
analysis of the legal status of the remaining international forces and their
relationship with the Iraqi government, especially considering Security
Council Resolution 1546, which concurrently affirmed Iraq's sovereignty
and permitted the presence of foreign troops. The nuances of this duality
need a sophisticated comprehension of the changing standards of
international law, especially concerning humanitarian assistance, as Iraq
manoeuvres through its post-UNAMI environment. The participation of
regional organisations and civil society is essential for promoting
inclusive government and tackling the socio-political complexities
specific to Iraq. As the global community contemplates these
developments, it is essential to prioritise collaborative strategies that
elevate local voices and ensure accountability, thus establishing a
foundation for a resilient and sustainable recovery that respects the
diverse rights and aspirations of Iraq's population. This strategy not only
aims to stabilise Iraq but also creates a foundation for future international
involvement in comparable post-conflict situations, highlighting the
importance of a balanced legal framework that honours both
humanitarian requirements and state sovereignty.

Recommendations
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It is crucial for the Iraqi government to prioritize the establishment of a
robust legal framework that addresses the complexities of transitional
justice, particularly in light of the challenges posed by the closure of the
United Nations Investigative Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes
Committed by Da’esh/ISIL (UNITAD). This framework should not only
facilitate the prosecution of war crimes but also ensure the protection of
victims' rights, thereby fostering a sense of accountability and
reconciliation within the society. By adopting a survivor-centered
approach, the government can better align its efforts with international
human rights standards while simultaneously rebuilding trust among its
citizens.

In addition to establishing a robust legal framework, it is imperative for
the Iraqi government to prioritize the integration of transitional justice
mechanisms that are sensitive to the cultural and historical context of the
nation. This could involve the establishment of local truth commissions
that allow victims and communities to voice their experiences, thereby
fostering a collective narrative that acknowledges past atrocities while
promoting healing and understanding. Such initiatives have been
instrumental in other post-conflict societies, as seen in South Africa,
where truth-telling played a vital role in reconciliation efforts. Moreover,
the involvement of civil society organizations in monitoring and
advocating for these processes can enhance transparency and
accountability, ultimately contributing to the restoration of public trust in
governmental institutions, which is essential for long-term stability and
peace in Iraq .Additionally, the Iraqi government should consider the
establishment of partnerships with international organizations and legal
experts to facilitate knowledge transfer and capacity building within its
judicial system. Such collaborations can enhance the effectiveness of
transitional justice mechanisms by incorporating best practices from other
nations that have successfully navigated similar challenges, thus avoiding
the pitfalls of a purely domestic approach. For instance, the lessons
learned from UNITAD's mandate highlight the importance of not only
gathering evidence but also ensuring that the legal processes are equitable
and accessible to all victims, particularly marginalized communities who
may otherwise be excluded from these discussions.

Furthermore, fostering an inclusive dialogue that encompasses diverse
voices—especially those of women and youth—can create a more
comprehensive framework for justice that resonates with the broader
population, ultimately contributing to a more cohesive national identity
and a sustainable peace in Iraq.
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