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We approach the next potentially pivotal step on Iraq's ''road to 

sovereignty and self-reliance,'' cobwebs clear quickly enough for us to 

reassess upon what legal foundations or structures it will rest. In turn, the 

effect of this trend on how and at what level regional organizations can 

play a role in inclusive and cooperative governance forms empowering 

local communities is something for the international community itself to 

think about - no less now that UNAMI is being pulled out. They need to 

be constructivist; they have to understand Iraq’s socio-political context, 

and for instance advocate on behalf of the Arab League. In addition, 

promoting serves to develop a hybrid legal theory of sovereignty that 

accepts in tandem the authority of states and their subjects (domestic and 

international) under law that enables intervention on both juridical and 

ethical grounds. Post-UNAMI Iraq is not a straightforward context, and 

international legal paradigms frame the actions of regional and 

international parties interested in contributing to peace over the medium 

term. The UN peacekeeping reform agenda provides an opening for a 

more cohesive and integrated approach which relates peacebuilding, 

human rights and development to each other with expanded appreciation 

of their interdependence in the context of post-conflict. It requires 

reconsidering how the parties in the region engage with the United 

Nations to strategize and plan, not least for Iraq now but also for inclusive 

governance and protecting particularly vulnerable populations. Moreover, 

the experience of past peacekeeping missions highlights the importance 

of stronger legal and operational guidance to safeguard the right to self-

determination in order to minimise risks of unilateral military or political 

action and forestall any further escalation of conflict (Alishahi et al. 

2019). Moreover, non-state actors need to be further analysed within 

humanitarian policy and intervention frameworks – how were they 

involved in the past, what have been their questionable legitimacy/ 

accountability/accountability etc. 
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