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Abstract

During World War Il (1939-1945), Irag witnessed significant
political events. The political situation at the time was marked by extreme
turmoil, especially after the assassination of King Ghazi and the
appointment of Abdul-llah as regent of the Iraqgi throne, as King Faisal Il
was a minor. In the midst of these events, World War Il broke out, the
global situation worsened greatly, and events began to escalate rapidly.
Great Britain declared war on Germany in September 1939, which led to
disruption of political and economic life in various regions of the world,
including Iraq, especially those that had an impact on Iraqgi politics. The
Iragi arena witnessed important events, including the Rashid Ali al-Kilani
movement in 1941 AD, the formation of Jamil al-Madfai’s government,
then the National Defense Government, and the transformation of the
Middle East, including Irag, into a battlefield between colonial powers.
The Iraqi government’s decision to enter the war on the side of Great
Britain, which was dictated by Iraq’s commitment to the Iraqi-British
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Alliance Treaty of 1930 AD, led to the division of Iragi politicians into
two groups: a group that supported it and a group that rejected
cooperation with the British side, which called for neutrality due to those
omens generated by the circumstances of the war, which affected the
Iragi political reality, which we will shed light on in this research, which
consists of an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion. The first
chapter dealt with political developments before World War Il ( 1930-
1939) while the second section dealt with political developments during
World War Il (1939-1945) and the third and final section was entitled
Political Developments in Iraq after World War Il
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Research Footnotes

(1)Sami Saeed Al-Ahmad, Contemporary History of Irag, Baghdad, 1985, p. 202.
(2)Ibrahim Khalil Ahmed and Jaafar Abbas Hamidi, Contemporary History of Iraq,
University of Mosul, p. 71.

(3)Farouk Saleh Al-Omar, The Iraqi-British Treaties and Their Impact on Domestic
Policy (1922-1948), Publications of the Ministry of Information, Republic of Iraq,
1977, p. 318.

(49)Mahmoud Saleh Al-Mansi, The Contemporary Arab East (Fertile Crescent)
Section, Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya, Cairo, 1990, Vol. 1, several pages 46-48.

(5) Nuri al-Said: One of the Iragi politicians, he was born in Baghdad on Monday,
January 2, 1888 AD. He graduated from the Military College in 1906 AD with the
rank of officer. He then joined the Turkish army stationed in Iraq and worked with
Aziz Ali al-Masri in the Covenant Society. He headed the Iragi ministry more than
fourteen times. He was killed on the morning of July 14, 1958 AD. For more, see Mir
Basri, Political Figures in Modern Iraqg, Part 1, 1st ed., Dar al-Hikma - London, 2005,
p. 151.

(6)Yassin al-Hashemi: He is Yassin bin Sayyid Salman bin Yassin al-Hashemi. He
was born in late 1884 AD in the Baroudiya district of Baghdad. He completed his
secondary education there and joined the military school, graduating in 1902 AD with
the rank of second lieutenant. He joined the Secret Covenant Party, which was
founded by Aziz Ali al-Masry. For more information, see Mir Basri, Political Figures
in Modern Iraq, Vol. 1, 1st ed., 2005, Dar al-Hikma - London, p. 112.

(7)Hikmat Suleiman: He was born in 1886 AD and completed his university studies at
the University of Astana in Turkey. He returned to Iraq after the First World War and
held many administrative and ministerial positions. He became Minister of the
Interior in the first government of Abdul Mohsen Al-Saadoun in 1924 AD. In 1927
AD, he was elected Speaker of the House of Representatives, then Minister of Justice
and Interior in the two ministries of Al-Kilani. He joined the Ahali group after he
disagreed with Yassin Al-Hashemi and assumed the presidency of the coup
government on October 29, 1936 AD. His ministry ended with the killing of
Lieutenant General Bakr Sidgi on August 11, 1937 AD. For more, see Jawdat Jalal
Kamil Abdul Latif Al-Tikriti, The British-German Rivalry in Iraq (1933-1945) AD,
unpublished master’s thesis, College of Education, Tikrit University. 2004, p. 70.
(8)Rashid Ali al-Kilani: He was born in 1892 in the village of al-Sadat in Diyala
Governorate. He received his primary education at al-Hadra al-Kilaniyya, then
entered the Rashidiya School, graduating in 1908. He then entered the Law School,
obtaining a degree. He held several positions, including Minister of Justice in the
government of Abd al-Rahman al-Nagib, Minister of the Interior in the government of
Abd al-Mubhsin al-Saadoun, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Minister of
the Interior in the government of Jaafar al-Askari. For more information, see Hassan
Latif Kazim al-Zubaidi, Encyclopedia of Iraqgi Politicians, 2nd ed., al-Arif Business
Company, Beirut, p. 218.

(9)Ismail Ahmad Yaghi, History of the Contemporary Arab World, 1st ed., al-
Ubaikan Library, Riyadh, 2000, pp. 212-213.
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(10) The League of Nations: This is the international organization that served as the
current United Nations. The dominant influence in it at that time was the British and
French. Mandates were imposed on the countries that had seceded from the Ottoman
Empire on April 24, 1920.

(11)Youssef Ibrahim Yazbek, Modern History of Iraq, several pages 221-225, n.d.,
n.d.

(12)Faisal I: He is Sharif Faisal, son of King Hussein, King of the Hejaz, son of Sharif
Ali Pasha, son of Sharif Muhammad, son of Abd al-Mu’in, son of Awn. He was born
on May 20, 1883 in the city of Taif. He studied religious sciences, the Turkish
language, and other sciences and literature. He participated in the Great Arab Revolt
on June 10, 1916. He traveled to Paris on November 20, 1918 to represent his father
at the Peace Conference. The General Syrian Congress declared him King of Syria on
March 8, 1920. He was crowned King of Iraq on August 23, 1921. For more, see Mir
Basri, Political Figures in Modern Irag, Vol. 1, 1st ed., Dar al-Hikma, London, 2005,
several pages 7-9.

(13)Faisal 1I: He is Faisal 1l bin Ghazi | bin Faisal I. He was born in Baghdad on May
3, 1935. He entered the Studroid School in 1947. His father died on April 4, 1939, and
he succeeded him to the throne under the guardianship of his uncle, Prince Abdul-
Ilah. On May 12, 1953, he reached the age of majority and assumed his constitutional
powers, ending the era of guardianship. He was killed with members of his Hashemite
family on the morning of July 14, 1958. For more, see Mir Basri, Political Figures in
Modern Iraq, 1st ed., vol. 1, Dar Al-Hikma, London, 2005, p. 13.

(14)Abdul Razzaq Al-Hasani, Modern Political History of Irag, 7th ed., vol. 3, Al-
Rafidain Printing, Publishing and Distribution, Beirut, 2008, p. 116.

(15)Francis Humphreys: A British diplomat (1879-1971), he studied at Oxford
University and worked in the diplomatic field in Kabul (1922-1929). He then served
as High Commissioner to Iraq (1929-1932). He concluded the Iraqi-British Treaty on
behalf of the United Kingdom, thus making Irag an independent kingdom, and
Humphreys became the first British ambassador to Irag.

(16)Yassin al-Hashimi (1884-1937) was born Yassin bin Sayyid Salman bin Yassin
al-Hashimi in late 1884 in the Baroudiya district of Baghdad. He completed his
secondary education in Baghdad and enrolled in its military school, graduating as a
second lieutenant in 1902. He joined the Secret Covenant Party, founded by Aziz Ali
al-Masri. For more information, see Mir Basri, Political Figures in Modern Iraq, 1st
ed., vol. 1, 2005, Dar al-Hikma, London, p. 112.

(17)Muhammad Hamdi al-Jaafari, Britain and Iraq: An Era of Conflict 1914-1958, 1st
ed., Dar Shu'un al-Thagafa al-Amma, Baghdad, 2000, p. 58.

(18)Abdul Razzaq Al-Hasani, Events | Lived Through, Part 1, Dar Al-Rafidain for
Printing, Publishing and Distribution, Beirut, 1912, p. 193.

(19)Wiam Shaker Ghani Atrah, King Ghazi's Position on British Policy Towards Iraq
1933-1939, Journal of the College of Education for Girls, University of Baghdad,
Irag, Vol. 26, No. 1, 2015, p. 216.

(20)Bakr Sidgi (1890-1973): He was born in 1890 and belongs to the village of Askar
in the Sulaymaniyah Governorate. He entered the military school in Baghdad and
graduated in 1908. He participated in the First World War and when the modern Iraqi
state was established in 1921, he was appointed to the Iraqi Ministry of Defense, then
he rose through various military positions. At the end of October 1936, he led a
military coup against the second government of Yassin al-Hashimi. He succeeded in
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the coup and held the position of Chief of Staff of the Army. On August 11, 1937, he
was assassinated in Mosul. For more, see Musa Ali al-Tayyar, Lights on the Killing of
the Two Lieutenants Jaafar al-Askari and Bakr Sidqi, 1st ed., Center for Arab Gulf
Studies, Basra, 1981, p. 16.

(21)Taha al-Hashimi: A politician and military man in the Iragi royal era. He was
born in Baghdad in 1888 and completed his studies at the Rashidiya and Military
Preparatory Schools in 1903. He traveled to Istanbul in the same year and entered the
Military Academy, graduating in 1906 with the rank of Second Lieutenant. He then
entered the Staff School in Istanbul and graduated in 1909 with the rank of Chief of
Staff. He was first in his class and served in the Ottoman army. Then he was
appointed in 1910 to the First Division of the Eighth Corps’ War Staff Department in
Damascus. He participated in the Balkan War in 1912, and on February 21, 1921, he
returned to Iraq and was appointed Chief of Staff of the Iraqi Army in 1923. For
more, see Sati’ Khaldoun al-Husri, Taha al-Hashimi’s Memoirs 1919-1943, 1st ed.,
Dar al-Tali’ah, Beirut. 1967 AD, p. 5.

(22)Abdul Rahman Munif, Iraq: Margins of History and Resistance, 1st ed., Arab
Cultural Center, Morocco, Casablanca, 2004, p. 121.

(23)Abdul Latif Nouri: An lIragi politician and military man, born in 1888 AD. He
graduated from the Ottoman Military College in 1908 AD and joined the Great Arab
Revolt in 1916 AD. When the modern Iraqgi state was formed, he joined the Iragi army
with the rank of lieutenant colonel in 1921 AD. He was promoted to the rank of
colonel in 1926 AD, then to the rank of brigadier general in 1929 AD. He assumed
command of the Southern Military Region, was promoted to the rank of brigade
commander and then commander of the First Division in 1936 AD. He then assumed
the position of Chief of Staff of the Army. He participated in Bakr Sidqi’s coup in
1936 AD. He became Minister of Defense in the Hikmat Suleiman Ministry, then was
appointed Chief of Staff of the Army. He became a member of the House of
Representatives for the seventh electoral term from February 27, 1937 AD to August
26, 1937 AD. He died in 1957 AD. See Khalid Ahmed Al-Jawwal. Encyclopedia of
the Notable Politicians of Royal Irag from 1920 to 1958, 1st ed., vol. 1, Baghdad,
2013, p. 452.

(24)Ibrahim Khalil Ahmad, Jaafar Abbas Hamidi, previous source, p. 105.
(25)Rustum Haidar: Lebanese by origin, born in Baalbek in 1889, belonging to the
Haidar family, known for its struggle against the occupation. He traveled to Paris to
continue his studies at the Sorbonne. On June 23, 1921, he arrived in Iraq
accompanying King Faisal 1. This was the first time he set foot in the country where
he was destined to work, hold its nationality, and hold the highest positions. He was
killed on January 22, 1940, and a solemn official funeral was held for him. See
Khaled Ahmed Al-Jawwal, previous source, several pages 227-228.

(26)Qahtan Hamid Kazim, Contemporary History of Iraq, Diyala University Press,
Iraq, 2015, p. 4.

(27)Ja'far al-Askari: He is Ja'far bin Mustafa bin Abd al-Rahman al-Askari. He was
born in Baghdad in 1885. His family was called al-Askari because they lived in the
village of al-Askari in Sulaymaniyah Governorate. He completed his primary and
Rashidiyya military education in Baghdad and Mosul. He traveled to Istanbul in 1901
and studied at its military school, graduating in 1904. He joined the Ottoman Sixth
Army, becoming Prime Minister in 1923 and being elected as a representative of the
Diyala Brigade. He was granted the rank of Lieutenant General in the Iragi Army. In
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1924, he won a seat in the Iragi Constituent Assembly. He was killed in the Bakr
Sidgi coup in 1937. For more, see Khalid Ahmed al-Jawwal, pp. 107-113.

(28)Quoted from Abdul Razzaq Al-Hasani, History of Iragi Ministries, 2nd ed., Vol.
4, Al-Irfan Press, Sidon, 1953, p. 199.

(29)Lutfi Jaafar Faraj, King Ghazi and His Role in Iragi Political Life, Baghdad,
1980, p. 195.

(30)Sami  Abdul Hafiz Al-Qaisi, Yassin Al-Hashemi and His Impact on
Contemporary Iragi History (1922-1936), Dijlah Publishing, Baghdad, 2013, p. 523.
(31)Quoted from Ibrahim Khalil Ahmad, Jaafar Abbas Hamidi, the previous source,
p. 106.

(32)Qahtan Hamid Kazim, the previous source, p. 6.

(33)Tariq Ibrahim Sharif, Biography of King Faisal 11 1935-1958, the Last King of
Iraq, 1st ed., Ghaida Publishing and Distribution House, 2011, p. 12.

(34)Lutfi Jaafar Faraj, previous source, p. 244.

(35)Ghazwan Mahmoud Ghanawi Al-Zuhairi, Prince Abdul-llah bin Ali Al-Hashemi
(Regent of the Throne of Irag, His Life and Political Role), Documents Published for
the First Time, 1st ed., 2017, p. 73.

(36)Abdul-llah: He was born in Taif in 1913 and was raised by his grandfather, King
Hussein, and came with his father to Baghdad after he abdicated the Kingdom of
Hejaz in 1926. He continued his studies in Jerusalem and then at Victoria College in
Alexandria, where he studied for three years (1929-1932). He returned to Baghdad
and was then appointed an attaché to the Iragi legation in Berlin. Following the death
of King Ghazi, he was chosen as regent of the Iragi throne. He was killed with King
Faisal 1l and members of his Hashemite family in Baghdad on July 14, 1958. See Mir
Basri, the previous source, p. 39.

(37)Abdul-Razzaq al-Hasani, The Modern Political History of Iraq, Vol. 3, Dar al-
Rafidain for Printing and Publishing, Beirut, p. 81.

(38)Mohsen Mohamed Metwally Al-Arabi, Nuri Pasha Al-Saeed from Beginning to
End, Arab Encyclopedia House, Beirut, 2005, several pages 42-43.

(39)World War I1: (1939-1945) is the armed conflict that swept the world from 1939
to 1945, during which most countries were divided into two camps, the first of which
bore the name of the Allied Powers, while the second was called the Axis Powers.
This war broke out as a result of several reasons, the most prominent of which was the
rise of fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany and other countries. Upon its
conclusion, it led to radical changes in various parts of the world. For more, see Abdul
Wahab Al-Kilani, Free Political Encyclopedia, Arab Foundation for Studies and
Publishing, Dar Al-Huda, Beirut, p. 200.

(40)Ismail Ahmed Yaghi, the previous source, p. 199.

(41)Ali Jawdat al-Ayyubi, Memories of Ali Jawdat (1900-1958), 1st ed., Beirut, 1967,
p. 288.

(42)Suad Raouf Shabr Muhammad, Nuri al-Said and His Role in Iraqgi Politics (1932-
1945), MA thesis, College of Arts, University of Baghdad, 1985, p. 82.

(43)George VI. King of Great Britain and Ireland from December 11, 1936 to
February 6, 1952, and the last Emperor of India from 1936 to 1947. He succeeded his
brother on the throne on December 11, 1936. He participated in World War Il and
died on February 6, 1952.

(44)Amin al-Husseini: Born in Jerusalem in 1897, he received his primary and
secondary education there. He studied Arabic and French with private tutors. He
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joined Al-Azhar University in Egypt and the House of Preaching and Guidance,
founded by the late scholar Sayyid Muhammad Rashid Rida (author of Al-Manar). He
was in close contact with Arab and Muslim leaders and figures. During World War I,
he graduated as an officer in the Ottoman army. Upon his return to Palestine, he
began a new era of struggle and combat for the sake of his homeland, Palestine, to
lead the Palestinian national movement. For more information, see the memoirs of
Muhammad Amin al-Husseini, Abdul Karim al-Omar, 1st ed., Al-Ahali for Printing,
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