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Abstract

This research, titled The Status of the Medical Staff in Duhok
Governorate (1991-2003) examines the status and professional situation
of medical staff in Duhok Governorate amidst a time of extreme political
and economic tumult. They took a critical, destructive effect on the
healthcare sector, leading to the acute scarcity of pharmaceutical and
medical necessities, as well as exerting extreme demands on the work
force that was forthcoming. Confronted with crumbling infrastructure,
low remuneration, and unsafe living conditions, many doctors and
healthcare professionals were forced into critical professional and ethical
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crises. Some attempted to mitigate their economic hardships through
Added Private Practice, and still, others opted to migrate in the hope of
better and secure work opportunities in other lands. This migration,
coupled with structural scarcity of resources, brought a significant drop in
the quality and reach of healthcare services into the public domain. But
the formation of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in the
second half of 1996 was the harbinger of a slow-paced recovery.
Encouraged by the United Nations and other humanitarian organizations,
the KRG launched wholesale reforms aimed at re-invigorating the
healthcare system in Duhok and beyond. They encompassed plans to
enhance the living and working conditions of medical staff, the
recruitment and training of fresh staff, and the upgrade of professional
expertise through local and international collaboration. Scores of foreign
delegations descended on Duhok to execute training and capacity-
development programs, and local doctors were sent on special education
and professional exchange to foreign lands. By the year Y-:Y, these
efforts had brought practical gains in the expertise and spirits of the
medical specialists, providing a foundation on which the regional
healthcare infrastructure could be continuously developed. It then places
the development of Duhok’s medical sector in the general framework of
the post-conflict construction and the development of the regional
institutions.
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