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Abstract:

This study offers a fascinating look into the history of "Al-
Hawadith," an Iragi newspaper published during the turbulent years of
World War Il (1941-1945). At its heart, the research seeks to unravel a
compelling paradox in the paper’s identity. While it was widely perceived
as aligning with British political interests during the war, it
simultaneously established itself as a fierce champion for the working
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class and the poor, relentlessly exposing local corruption and
administrative negligence. By digging deep into archival records, the
study uses a historical-analytical approach to understand how these
conflicting roles coexisted.

The research is organized into two main sections. The first explores
the newspaper's origins and its rise to prominence, contextualizing it
within the broader social and political landscape of wartime Iraqg. It
highlights how "Al-Hawadith" carved out a unique space for itself among
its contemporaries.

The second section dives into the paper’s editorial mechanics. It
reveals a publication that prioritized substance over rhetoric, utilizing
statistics and official data to ground its reporting. Beyond simply
covering daily events, "Al-Hawadith" functioned as a vital forum for
national dialogue. It stood out by welcoming diverse opinions and
collaborating with professional bodies, such as the Baghdad Chamber of
Commerce, to propose tangible solutions to crises. Ultimately, this study
portrays "Al-Hawadith" not just as a news outlet, but as a complex,
multi-dimensional platform that navigated high-stakes politics while
remaining deeply connected to the struggles of everyday citizens.
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Documents

1. Dar al-Kutub wa al-Watha'iq, Documentary Unit: News and Guidance, File
Sequence 32031/90, File Title: Licensing of Al-Hawadeth Newspaper 1954~
1960, Document No.1.

2. Dar al-Kutub wa al-Watha'iq, Documentary Unit: News and Guidance, File
Sequence 32031/90, File Title: Licensing of Al-Hawadeth Newspaper 1954~
1960, Document No. 2.

3. Dar al-Kutub wa al-Watha'iq, Documentary Unit: News and Guidance, File
Sequence 32031/90, File Title: Licensing of Al-Hawadeth Newspaper 1954~
1960, Document No.35.

4. Dar al-Kutub wa al-Watha'iq, Documentary Unit: News and Guidance, File
Sequence 32031/90, File Title: Licensing of Al-Hawadeth Newspaper 1954~
1960, Document No.38.

5. Dar al-Kutub wa al-Watha'iq, Documentary Unit: News and Guidance, File
Sequence 32031/90, File Title: Licensing of Al-Hawadeth Newspaper 1954~
1960, Document No.39.

Newspapers

Al-Hawadeth Newspaper
e Year 1941: Issues: 1, 5, 11, 16, 17, 19, 21, 28, 30, 52, 54, 67, 79, 87,
88, 89, 91, 94.
e Year 1942 Issues: 103, 109, 115, 123, 128, 129, 131, 140, 143, 152, 162,
169, 187, 202, 205, 207, 225, 227, 231, 233, 236, 245, 246, 249, 251,
254, 260, 269, 285, 286, 314, 320, 331, 337, 342, 348, 353, 364, 370,
372, 380, 382, 384, 387.
Year 1943: Issues: 398, 401, 402, 405, 406, 408, 416, 426.
e Year 1944 Issues: 447, 449, 452, 465, 502, 531, 573, 596, 700.
e Year 1945: Issues: 724, 735, 747, 752, 755, 769, 839.
Arabic Books

1. Khalid Habib Al-Rawi, History of Press and Media in Iraq (From the Ottoman
Era to the Second Gulf War 1816-1991), Safahat House for Studies and
Publishing, Damascus, 2010.
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2. Tariq Al-Nasiri, Abdul llah The Regent of the Throne of Irag 1936-1958: His
Life and Political Role, Vol. 1, Baghdad, 1990.

3. Abdul Salam Ahmed Al-Samar, British Propaganda Methods in Iraq 1939—-
1945, Baghdad, 2024.

4. Ali Nouri Al-Shamri, Encyclopedia of Iragi Press During a Century and a Half
1869-2012,Baghdad, 2013.

5. Faiq Butti, Journalism of Iraq (Its History and Generational Struggle), Baghdad,
1968.

6. Qais Al-Ghurairi, Rashid Ali Al-Gaylani and His National Role, Baghdad,
2001.

7.Najm al-Din al-Sahrwardi, History Did Not Start Tomorrow (Facts and Secrets
about the Revolution of Rashid Ali Al-Gaylani 41 and 58 in Irag), 2nd Ed,
Baghdad, 1989.
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