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Abstract:
The study of burial practices during the Stone Ages in the Kurdistan
Region (Northern Iraq) provides a gateway to understanding the
early human beliefs and cultures in that area. The Stone Age,
characterized by the use of stone tools, witnessed the development
of human societies that dealt with death in distinct ways.
The most significant evidence has been obtained from
archaeological caves like Shanidar, where remains of Neanderthal
and early modern humans have been discovered. These findings
point to several key characteristics, such as the burial of organized
graves and the placement of specific artifacts with the deceased,
including stone tools, animal bones, or seashells. This indicates that
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burial was not merely an attempt to dispose of the body, but rather a
conscious act connected to reverence and religious beliefs.

The discovery of artifacts within the graves, particularly daily life
tools, shows that the inhabitants of that era believed the deceased
would need these items in an afterlife. This is one of the earliest
pieces of evidence for religious belief and an afterlife among early
humans. Furthermore, the presence of flower and other plant
remains around the skeletons in Shanidar Cave, known as the
Shanidar Flowers, strengthens the possibility of burial rituals
involving flowers or fragrant plants. This also indicates the existence
of burial rituals, with the manner of placing the deceased's body in
the grave, often on its side or in a flexed position, showing the
presence of religious or cultural evidence.

Burial practices in the Stone Ages of the Kurdistan Region do not
just tell the story of death and burial; they shed light on the
development of thought, culture, and social aspects of early humans
in the past of the Kurdistan Region, which is considered the
beginning of one of the oldest civilizations in the world
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