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Abstract :

The book" Al-Sadaga wa Al-Sadeeq) "Friendship and the Friend)
by Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi represents a significant turning point in the
Arab philosophical and ethical heritage. The author transcended the mere
collection of anecdotes and traditions to present a comprehensive idea of
the essence of the" Other "and its role in achieving self-perfection. The
importance of this work lies in it being a conscious philosophical reaction
to the ethical and social crises observed by al-Tawhidi, as he analyzed the
transformations in  human relationships toward utilitarianism and
materialism. This prompted him to re-establish the concept of friendship
as a supreme moral value and a sanctuary that protects humans from
isolation and psychological alienation.

The philosophical vision in the book revolves around the
"Ontology of Friendship "<where al-Tawhidi views the true friend as
"another who is you ".This concept reflects philosophical ideas about the
union of souls and the harmony of essences. Al-Tawhidi succeeded in
integrating philosophical thought with spiritual values, providing a
precise classification of the types of friendship; he placed" Friendship of
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Virtue "at the top of the pyramid, considering it an end in itself that does
not change with shifting circumstances, because it relies on the love of
absolute goodness and the pursuit of perfection. In contrast, he addressed
"Friendship of Utility "as a temporary relationship that ends with the
cessation of material need, making it less valuable and more fragile .
Meanwhile, he placed" Friendship of Pleasure "in a middle rank
associated with sociability and sensory delight, yet it also lacks continuity
and stability.

The methodology used by al-Tawhidi in his book combines
psychological research with deep ethical analysis. He seeks to cleanse the
concept of friendship from material impurities and narrow interests,
considering the" Friend "as the mirror in which a person sees their flaws
and merits <and the true partner in the journey of growth toward the
essence of humanity .Therefore, the book is not merely thoughts on
friendship, but rather an ethical law calling for a return to rational and
spiritual values as the foundation for building human relationships. This
philosophical vision grants the book an enduring value, making it an
important source for understanding the nature of the human soul and its
conflicts between idealism and reality, offering a philosophical solution
to the problem of spiritual distance between people.
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