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Abstract

Al-Hasan al-Sabbah relied on a select group of loyal followers to
realize his dream of establishing his own state (Alamut Castle). He
worked on refining the abilities of his followers according to a unique
vision of his own creation, so that his adherents were distinguished by
security awareness, risk management, as well as cunning, skill, and
professionalism in carrying out their tasks without error. This was the
direct reason for maintaining control over Alamut Castle. His supporters
were called the Hashshashins, or the Ismailis, or the Nizaris. Al-Hasan
adopted an innovative strategy of “rapid, solitary secret operations,”
whether against the Abbasids, the Seljuks, the Ghurids, or the
Khwarazmians, and he passed it on to his successors. In this strategy, he
would send his most skilled soldiers in disguise to infiltrate enemy ranks
and eliminate the top leadership preemptively, avoiding direct
confrontation.
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The Khwarazmian state inherited the burden of confronting the
Ismailis, and several conflicts ensued, none of which were decisive for
either side. The military struggle was not limited to direct military
campaigns; Ismaili assassinations played a crucial and influential role in
weakening their adversaries. Alamut Castle and the forces of Hassan-i
Sabbah posed a formidable challenge to Khwarazmian and Ghurid power,
preventing any decisive victory for the opposing forces in dismantling the
castle's strength and capturing it. The castle remained a bulwark against
all military conflicts and resisted all the forces that emerged against it
until the Mongols arrived and launched a campaign under Hulagu, who
destroyed the fortresses in 654 AH / 1256 CE.
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