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Abstract:

Amid the escalating competition between the United States and China
over the Indo-Pacific region and the growing Chinese influence therein,
the United States is striving to enhance its military presence and
safeguard its political, security, and economic interests in the region.
These efforts include supporting the freedom of maritime navigation,
containing Chinese influence, and curbing the expansion of its military
and economic dominance—particularly through the Belt and Road
Initiative. This has prompted the U.S. to pursue the establishment of
regional alliances such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD),
the AUKUS security agreement, as well as bilateral partnerships with
countries like Japan, South Korea, and Australia.

This study examines the most prominent U.S.-led alliances and
analyzes their role in countering China’s growing influence and
reinforcing the American presence in the Indo-Pacific region.
Furthermore, it explores China’s stance and reactions to these alliances,
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and assesses their implications for the regional balance of power and
stability.

China's growing influence in the region, particularly in the South
China Sea, has prompted the United States to forge a series of military
and security alliances with regional states to contain it. Key among these
alliances are the Quad, Squad, and Okus, as well as bilateral agreements
with South Korea and Japan.China, for its part, has entered into numerous
agreements, launched the Belt and Road Initiative, pursued a "string of
pearls" strategy, constructed artificial islands in the South China Sea, and
entered into several partnership and cooperation agreements in the region,
encompassing security, economic, and military cooperation. This has
solidified its position as a major economic power with significant
influence.
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