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Abstract

the Abbasid state to deal with opponents and dissidents, whether in
politics, religion, or society. The state suffered from weak central
authority due to the increasing influence of military leaders and the
Seljuks, which led the caliphs to use exile as a punishment to curb
political rebellions or eliminate rivals who posed a threat to the stability of
the rule. This method was commonly applied to governors and military
leaders who showed wavering loyalty or attempted to rule their regions
independently. The reasons for exile were not limited to political aspects
alone; religious and sectarian conflicts played a significant role in
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Imposing this punishment. The second Abbasid era witnessed tensions
between different sects and schools of thought, such as the conflict
between Sunnis and Shiites and between the Mu'tazilites and Ahl al-
Sunnah. Since the state's official doctrine changed according to the
political inclinations of the caliph, many scholars and thinkers who held
views contrary to the ruling authority were exiled. Additionally, exile was
Imposed on some heretics and those accused of atheism or adopting
philosophical interpretations that contradicted the prevailing beliefs, as
they were considered a religious and social threat that had to be removed
from society.Furthermore, there were social and moral reasons behind the
imposition of exile. This punishment was used against individuals who
committed major moral crimes or caused social unrest, such as inciting
sedition or engaging in actions that threatened public order. At times, the
caliphs exiled certain poets and writers who used their literary works to
criticize the authorities or stir public opinion against the state. Exile was
also a means of dealing with bandits or tribal leaders who caused security
disturbances and whom the state could not control within its borders.In
general, exile was not merely a disciplinary punishment but rather a
political, religious, and security tool used by the Abbasid state to maintain
its rule amid ongoing challenges. The use of this punishment reflected the
nature of the second Abbasid era, which was characterized by the
intertwining of religion and politics, weak central control, and the
growing influence of military and tribal forces over state affairs.
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