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Abstract:

China became a focal point of international competition that began in
the 19th century. Britain occupied a significant trading position in China
due to its proximity to India. This prompted the United States to enter the
arena of competition and challenge these countries, particularly Britain.
The US realized that controlling Chinese trade meant controlling the
entire Middle East. The first manifestation of this trade was the arrival of
American ships in Canton, where Britain's role began to rival China's.
During the Opium Wars, China was forced to sign unequal treaties and
open its ports to these powers, which intensified international
competition. Washington then adopted the Open Door Policy in 1899 to
prevent these powers from interfering.

During World War I, beginning in 1914, as major powers, particularly
Britain, began to withdraw from the arena of competition, Washington
strengthened its position and influence in China. At the Washington
Conference of 1922, the US emerged as a defender of China, compelling
Japan to respect Chinese sovereignty and withdraw. It also rejected the
occupation of Manchuria in 1931 and Shanghai in 1932, and opposed any
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changes that infringed upon Chinese sovereignty. Meanwhile, Britain
refrained from condemning the occupations, fearing for its own interests.
Thus, Washington became the dominant power.

When Japan occupied Beijing in 1937, Washington seized the
opportunity to bolster its influence in China. Britain's power and
influence had waned, rendering it unable to protect its interests and
unwilling to take joint action against Japan. Washington emerged as the
only nation capable of halting Japanese aggression. It provided assistance
to China and imposed sanctions on Japan, leading Chinese President
Chiang Kai-shek to look to the US more closely than to Britain. This
fueled British concerns that Washington sought to marginalize China. To
maintain its influence and commercial position in the region, the US
pressured Britain to alter its policy and support any American initiative to
resolve the crisis.

With the declaration of World War Il in 1939 and the failure of the
settlement conferences, the situation worsened, as Japan expanded further
into China. The American government protested against this and
encouraged China to resist it, which prompted the Tokyo government to
seek an American settlement and rejected any British mediation and
proposal to resolve the crisis, as Washington also rejected it. Churchill
considered this a plan to distance them from China and lose his influence
there. What increased his suspicions were the secret negotiations that
took place between Tokyo and Washington in early 1941, but they failed,
and Japan bombed American interests in Pearl Harbor in 1941.
Consequently, the latter became involved in the China theater politically,
economically, and militarily.
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Policies in China, Far Eastern Quarterly, February, 1942, pp. 161-172.
(**) Quoted in: F.R.U.S., Department of State, 1900 ,Washington, D.C.:Government

Printing Office, 1902, p.299.
(*®)Tang Tsou, Op. Cit.,p.11.
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(*®) Quoted in: Russell A. Fifield, Woodrow Wilson and the Far East, New York,
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(°?) Quoted in: Stimson, Op. Cit., p. 91. Tang Tsou, Op.Cit,p.5.
(*®) R.W. Brcach, History of our own times, Britain,1900-1964, London,1968, P.158.
(**) Quoted in: Jon Christopher Scully, Op. Cit., P.26.
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Ming K. Chan, Precarious Balance Hong Kong Between China and Britain1842-1992,

London and New york, 1994, p.69; Edgar Snow , Red Star over China , Fourth edition
,New York , 1968 , P.4.
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daghl 2£4-14T) & AR Al ey hailly sasiall LY aliad) Gube Jue (M)

DA A Y T calakg daala (clill A5l A4S ¢ 3ypdia e o) y5iS0

(*) F.R.U.S, Op. Cit., 19 July 1937, P.328; adl oppdall o Al cCsisy
YAL a3l
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YOV et daalad) gl LK o))5€0 da gyl ((V3£0-1AYT) oyl
OAAA i Yz (VAET—) 461 )4 Lpallad) Cpall DA &y Susall llaal) <3865 ALl ana ()
AA=TY (o e aldl aead) cageal) e Galad €YY a
(*®)F.R.U.S., Op. Cit.,10 September 1937, Vol. I , PP.364-371.
eiblsa Lo 2alsy () ol Cocal lpaby ¢ S5k aia Byaine lalatial plaidly s ()
Al (B Al (ol Al (A JeY) Lealaial s Al dalgldll S lasl) e cuajiels
G g Dlia) Cumjley dpSue sl slerid Jeny QUL el Cuzmiyy DAYV I G G
Dvaall ¢ aliall Gebe Jlie kLAl Gl laall SIEEY) D laal Adsall CalLY) iy e
NAY=Y9Y G el
(")F.R.U.S., Op. Cit., Vol. Il , 6 October 1937, PP. 396-397.
NAY o c@ladl Jaaal (uli aun ola (V)
Asy Jays Glary b (VAT0 G (Y E-YAVE B it v ) Jipis g0lsd (s (V)
Ll sin 3 L Sl maals YAIA Gle sl i 3 il O AG0E Sl DK (e 7585
Lala s el abel Biw s Odeeale glabdl o Taie €y (V30 0A%4) sl
el WA e300l Lty el 8 ) s 5l A Gl Leha B3 Canalia alifs e yaniond]
530 conaiall ey 1 3£0 Lle LAWY jud 43S0 Al Ludlad) oall B peai ) DL 26 VA
Oty camlyl Chusy dess 1ok a3all 1470 Lle A5 1900 a4 65 190) ale (gl
aals V) RIS el e oLy Aag ki VA0 a Aalapll Aubwdl o)y Jh
R PRI IRE-FRIKE
V=YV ga bl juad) casdl ae S ()
(") Quoted in: Bradford A. Lee, Op. Cit., p.80.
Orall Jled Ll ce o 2y sl gl 4pSuall Gl Ls 5l B8 josn cmnal (%)
O oSSl Lol Ao puy 5l Al ey el (38 Talabid) ilpally i) ed e Ty s
& pladll oL oy sulSs S B On Gub bl QAL je3 @58 e SO glS o 5ulS
ok L Sall Ghall Glaeal 5l 35S &8

Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.66 .
("®) Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.66.
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(®) Stimson’s letter to the New York Times, Oct 6,1937, p.9. Tang Tsou,
Op.Cit.,p.19.

o) ANl pmd pmd 5 O ZAAYA A Gl Gl 3 uleglall gyl (s ()

VA

XY o eladl aadl ¢ aliadl Gule Jle (M)

Al Al dadlall Coall Glsin 3 SoaY) alils SleY) asupe i) 2e shea GhY ae (V)
JY e oY oV ocalae daals ¢ u\f}”z\.:\lsc Bygdita pe Hiwala

(®*) F.R.U.S. From federal loan Agency, In. 15Dece, 1938, Japan 1931-
1941,Vol.ll,P.22.

(®%) Schroeder, op. cit., p. 193.

(®%) Bradford A. Lee, Op., Cit., p.18; Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.77.

Jaaly AV A8 Ca ¢ Slapll L) dalie Gauils LU Gl Gpala VAT e (Y)
Oe bl (B oUW ae cliaslie sha) o Lilay cupald (58 wisas Lo e clselually gpall
e Blially clable)s lesia Al Glan o (SLLI g)Sual)l dpaill () Lide cidyie] VAT 5
YT a (Gl saadl (e gnd (b ddkial b alaily ol

el Loyss oSlag il ae liagliny cpuall il Jaill 3yl Gl 2ny OV AYY V) oy Al (")
by DAYA ale Cana (A Gphall Js) &3y (lisy dabliag dieisSy Ly bl el Loysy Gpb
LS Caal) (e a8y i b ccuall Gl ahin o]l il K fg

Kit-ching Lau Chan, China, Britain, and Hong Kong,1895-1945,Hong Kong, 1990,p

275.
(¢") Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.67.

(®%) Zhong-ping Feng, Op. Cit., p.16. () Jaadl cone GLle Glig s gy
VOV a

(®%) Quoted in: Michael Schaller, The US Crusade in Chinal938-1945, New York,
1979,p.42.

VYV a (Gldl aadl ¢ amall ae dalad OFEITYoa (Gl juad) ¢ e daas ZUS (V)
. YYA4
X Toa Gl Jaadl ¢ aliall ule Jle (M)

NYE-YYY (o el saad) o S Casalle gl g e gua (V)
(*) F.R.U.S, The Counselor of Embassy in China ( Lockhart ) to the Secretary of
State, peiping, 3 April,1939, Vol. 111, Op. Cit, PP.155.
(*Y) F.R.U.S, Op. Cit., p.158 ..
(*®) F.R.U.S, The charge in Chine(peck)to the Secretary of State Chungking In. 24
April,1939, Vol. I11, Op. Cit., P. 166.
(el G e g 6710 pacilil uad) Al ) il g (1)

YV G bl aadll

() F.R.U.S,1939, The Consul at Geneva (Becknell) to the Secretary of State
Genéve,20 May, 1939, Vol. Il1., PP. 339-340
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(*®) F.R.U.S, Op. Cit.,, The Secretary of State to the Consul at Geneva (Becknell)
Geneva, 23 May, PP. 340-342.

(*®) Zhong-ping Feng, Op. Cit., p.16.

(*®®) F.R.U.S, The counselor of embassy in chine (Lockhart) to the Secretary of State
,In.8 Juneuary,1939, 1939,Vol,I11,0p.Cit,PP. 415-416.

X eTga bl aad (aliall (ule Jue (1)
YY) Gl Jaaalle lashial) gl (s (1)

(*°) Harold S. Quigley, Eastern War 1937-1941, Boston, 1942 ,P.203
i€y 435 elliaall L) cldy A o) da e laidly cuy dany ) oY) aelat) Ao ()
Gl b om ey eus) sl ge bl By bahe S LY (oL ISkl e daily
UL Aaslial cpeall leas sy lgale pe laiily B GLL dalas e o ol A) Giila g (o]
Asdl Sylatll Game (K8 3l kil e salely laidls iy Aagdl) sl ) clad ey
Herbert Feis, Op. Cit., p.43 ol

(*®) F.R.U.S., The Ambassador in Chine (Johnson)to the Secretary of State, In. 6
Septemper,1939, 1939,Vol.lll, Op. Cit. ,PP.234-236.

(*®) F.R.U.S, The Charge in Japan (Dooman)to the Secretary of State ,Tokyo, In. 23
May ,1939, 1939,Vol lll, Op. Cit., PP.171-172.

() F.R.U.S, The memorandum by the Adviser on political Relations (Hornbeck)to
the secretary of state, In. 24 May 1940,Vol.IV,op.cit,PP.334-336.

XYY Ga Gl Daadl ¢ aliall (ule Jua (1)
(**) Zhong-ping Feng, Op., Cit., p.14; F. S. North edge, The Troubled Giant Brita in
among the Great Powers 1916-1939, London, 1966, p. 629
(%) Woodward L. British Foreign Policy in the Second World War, London, Her
Majesty’s Office, 1971, p. 99; Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.78.

Lyl bl e DN Gladl 98+ Jol 8 GLL Gl bl 38 sin ausill Leing ey (1)
ol LS (il g e Aysus) Gl Baeliss o il sl s Ll (3 (Sipal) Jal) qid
Qi V) Hodi A LA CSHa B deall digdl Jled @l pdn LA Aledd) e 8 deSa
Al pe) Al gl s Bysilain Aealeas Bl cpald Aisall wigll
David J. Lu From the Marco Polo Bridge to Pearl Harbor, Washington, 1961, p.230.

(MF.R.U.S, 1931-1941, From the Secretary of State to the Japanese Ambassador
(Horinouchi) Vol. I1, 27 January,1940, Washington,1955, PP.208-210.

ool iy AEY AT VY K ey &I opaual G Gl a2 bl $)le V) asune (1)
ol G aSasal dall all alimd) 3 nll S sleV) §f aall ol iy @bl SN
S Lgiae Ll @lld g 20501 sasial) ¥ Y Ay Lgn lgie g laall aas 1 A dpallal)
oxad) ) ae Bhea ShI 2o ik el el el (el Gl 1 Glpe gly cal)

AV G Gl e ddahe daal ¢l

(*** Tang Tsou, Op.Cit.,p.18.
(***) Kutakov. L and Issraelian. V., Diplomacy of Sggression, Berlin-Rome-Tokyo
Axis its Rise and Fall, London, 1970, p.172.
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el e Aald ol agall Ll saaled) gl e s (oLl AT Sl a5 dlatl
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¢ Jsall sy Jaml axe 65l ppen 5ol Dpali) AL alpial za AV sl (1)
ot ol Le Galedl bl (& bl pagl) o Bliadl giddl QL Aubins papdll $8SS acs
Aalud) Jiluslly

Sudd Shinji, Studies on the Diplomacy of the Start of War between Japan and the

United States, Tokyo, 1986, p.60; Shiozaki Hiroaki, Op. Cit., p.232.

Hatano Sumio, AYY o ) jaad) ¢ ailall sl deaa sales ()
Op. Cit., p.159.

(**) Franz H. Michael and G. E. Taylor, the Far East in Modern World,

Washington,1956, p.773. .
(**Y F.R.U.S., Japan,1939-1941, Vol. Il, p.421; Herbert P. Bix, Op. Cit., p.350.

(**?) Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.79. (el il ¢ ailall 2l dess sales
(*2®) Paul W. Schroeder, The Axis Alliance and Japanese-American Relations, 1941,

Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1958, p.181; Tang Tsou, Op.Cit.,p.18.
(***) Jonathan G. Utley, Going to War with Japan, 1937-1941, Knoxville, University
of Tennessee Press, 1985, p.154; Hatano Sumio, Op. Cit., p.160

(**) Franz H Michael and Taylor., Op. Cit., p.733;. siadll ¢ Subgla
YWY L= ‘LB"L‘J\

(*?®) Sudd Shinji, Op. Cit., p.60 ; Hosoya Chihiro, Op. Cit., p.66.

Oy comall Co coall oY Jawgll e il el 3l ¢ibing KU clae Lual) s Cili (1)
e Jsand) LUl aialdl o3 aaall Uil CalfieY) shgiall vl e HAY) Caadin Gl Jilie
A€ 5eY) Aaba®y) bl oLl s o) il el e ol sasiadl Y e slsu AV 3lgall

(b gra Olh lEld cade LS el lelaal aal e gL JEB copall (4
F.R.U.S., US Department of State, 1941, V. IV, p.654.

(*?®) Edwin P. Hoyt, Japan's War, The Great Pacific Conflict, London,1986, p.221;

Akira Iriye., Op. Cit., p.161;.

(**°) F.R.U.S, The Chinese Ambassador(Hu-shih)to the secretary of State, Washington

1Nov 1941, Vol.V, PP.644.

(**% Jules David's America and the World of Our Time, United States Diplomacy in

the Twentieth Century, New York, 1960, p.226.
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F.R.U.S., Japan, 1931-1941, Vol. Il, P.755. Cpall

(**3) Jonathan G. Utley, Op. Cit., p.156; F.C. Jones, Op. Cit., p.299; S.C.M., Paine.
Op. Cit., p.193.

Anthony Best, Op. Cit., p.359.. XY G cilal) radl (gpalall deal Jumlé oS (1T)
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Op. Cit., p.1084-1085.
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Hatano Sumio,The General Staff Officers Pearl Harbor, Tokyo,1991, p.143.
(**®) Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.67. Herbert P. Bix, Op. Cit., p.369; F.C. Jones, Op.
Cit., p.302.
(***) Zhong-ping Feng, Op. Cit., p.13.
(**®) Ming K. Chan, Op. Cit., p.80. Gl Hiadl cae dena sl
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Arab sources

1-Ibtisam Muhammad Abd, American-Chinese relations 1949-1999, unpublished
master’s thesis, College of Political Science, University of Baghdad, 1999

2- -lbrahim Saeed Al-Baidhani, History of the Contemporary World 1914-1958,
Baghdad, 2004«

3-Agnes Smedley, The Great Road, The Life and Times of Chodeh, Sami Muslim,
Arab Research, Beirut, 1982.

4-Bakr Abdel Majeed Muhammad, Britain’s position on political developments in
China 1912-1939, doctoral thesis, College of Education, Samarra University, 2020.
5-Chastra Bean, The Far East: A Brief History, translated by Hussein Al-Hout,
Library of Egypt, 1958

6-Hassan Siti Al-Falawi, The American position on the undeclared Japanese war on
China 1937-1941, Baghdad, 2011.
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Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, 2018.
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